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to be applied to the payment of their debts, would, 
in, my judgment, bea measure of that character. 
Its object and effect would only be to compel them 
to cischarge the obligations they incurred, and the 
liabilities they were under according to the Siate 
laws, by giving to their creditors for this purpese a 
remedy which Congress alone can effectually con- 
fer. The contracts between individua!'s are also 
made under the sanction of the laws of the Siates 
and regulated by them. Those having claims un- 
der these contracts may resort to the State courts to 
enforce them, as it is also competent for the credi- 
tors of banks todo. The object of a bankrupt law 
would be tofurnish the creditor an additional 
remedy to compel debtors of one description, to do 
what, under the laws of the State, it is their duty 
todo. The proposed provision in regard to banks 
would proceed, although in a modified form, upon 
the same principle and to the same end, without de- 
priving the corporation or its members of any rights 
or immunities secured to them by the Siate laws. 
Entertaining these views,1 brought the subject to 
the notice of Congress during the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks, in 1837. If they 
are correct, it would seem difficult to conceive 
on what ground the exemption of the banks 
from the provisions of such a law could be sus- 
tained by those who insist on its application to 
other classes of our citizens. Equal and exact 
justice, the only proper basis of legislation, re- 
quires that laws should extend to, and operate 
upon all who are fairly. within the range of the 
same policy. Corporations, though artificial bodies, 
are compesed of men, are managed by them, and, 
like private dealings, have for their main objects 
the personal advantage of the corporations. The 
principle which demands their exclusion from the 
operation of a bankrupt law on the ground of inex- 
petiiency, claims for that portion of our citizens 
whose property is thus invested, privileges and ex- 
emptions denied to others. It proposes to secure to 
them as creditors all the advantages of such a law, 
without making them liable under it as debtors. On 
* what principle, I ask, canso marked a preference 
to one portion of the people over the other be justi- 
fied? Punctuality on the part of incorporated 
banks to fulfil their engagements, is of more impor- 
tance to the community than that of any individual 
traders; and their failure in perfoming their duty is 
attended with much more injurious consequences. 
If, then, there be no good reason for the distinction 
on the ground of public interests, most assuredly 
there can be none on that of claims to favor. The 
privileges which the laws already give to those in- 
stitutions, and the limited liability of those who in- 
vest property in them, furnish, on the contrary, the 
strongest reasons against the exemption which is 
claimed in their behalf. 


‘Whilst on every dollar so invested the stock- 
holder has a right to loan two, and sometimes three 
times the amount, and whilst he is shielded from 
all personal responsibility in case of the failure of 
the bank to comply with its engagements, no por- 
tion of the property of any other class of the com- 
munity has such artificial value given to it by law 
nor is it protected, in like manner, from the hazards 
of business; but on the contrary, every dollar they 
possess is held subject to the claims of their credi- 
tors. These desirable privileges were granted under 
the expectations of advantages and facilities to the 
public to be derived from these institutions, not one 
of which can be realized if they fail to redeem their 
bills in specie when demanded. Whatever may be 
thought of their usefulness under other circum- 
stances, all must admit that, if they cease to per- 
form this important function, they are the sources 
of great mischief. The reasons, therefore, for giv- 
ing to the bill holders and other creditors, whose 
confidence has been in some measure obtained 
under a sort of legislative guarantee, full and 
prompt remedies against them, in case of failure to 
perferm their engagements, are stronger than in 


contingencies. 
existence for the Jast three or four years, thousands 
of our rellow-citizens would have been subjecte( to 
its provisions by reason of the delays any difficul- 
ties they experienced in realizing the demands due 
to them, resulting indirectly from the suspensiun of 
payments by the banks, whilst against the banks 
themselves they, and their debtors who held their 
notes or other obligations, would have been compa- 
ratively remediless. 
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eases of ordinary debtors. Should a bankruptlaw 
be passed which did not embrace corporations, hav- 
ing the right as creditors to avail themselves of its 
advantages, individuals who failed in personally 
performing their contracts with them might, by 
their interference, be arrested in their business, and 
have their property at once transferred to assignees. 
More than this, they might he involved in acts of 
bankruptcy by the failure of the banks themselves 
to fulfil their promises to them, or to others, on 
whose punctuality their own depended. The injus- 
tice of the distinction in this view ef the subject be- 
comes strikingly clear, and I am wholly at a loss 
to know on what ground it could be upheld. This 
is not a mere speculation upon remote impossible 
Had there been a bankrupt law in 


“The States have certainly not been sparing in 


bestowing upon these institutions special privileges, 
and it has not been heard, as matter of complaint, 
that they have been too vigorous in enforcing a 
strict compliance with the conditions on which the 
grants were made. 


It isnot easy to comprehend 
the extent to which this principle might be carried 


in exempting traders as well as bankers from re- 
sponsibility to this remedy for a non-performance 
of their engagements, and in enlarging the sphere 


of legislative privileges. The State Legislatures 


have been in the constant habit of incorporating 
manufacturing, and, in some forms, commercial 
companies also, each of whom become traders of | 
the first class. 
to the particular advantages and personal im- | 


If these companies, in addition 


munities secured to them, are also to have 
their effects exempted from liability under | 
bankrupt laws, the efficacy and value of 


the constitutional provision on the subject of 
bankruptcy may be effectually superseded, whilst 
those who are not possessed of sufficient influence 
to become the participants of legislative favor, 
would remain subject to the u'most rigor of the 


laws that may be passed under it. While I would 


carefully abstain from interfering with the rights of | 
these corporations, derived from State authority, I | 


would not add to their privileges by exempting 


them altogether from the operation of a general 


bankrupt law, when such exemption would, in 
many cases, operate injuriously upon individuals 
subject to its provisions. The corporations them- 
selves act, in my judgment, most unwisely, when 
thay insist upon an exempjion which could not fail 
to mark yet more distinctly the line of separation 
between their affairs and those of the community 
at large, and to give still greater prominence to the 
superior advantages they epjoy over the rest of 
their fellow-citizens.” 

Mr. Benton said he adopted these remarks as 
a part of his argument on this subject, and on this 
oecasion he should say but little in addition. As 
for the apprehension that the rights ef the States 
would be affected by the adoption of such an 
amendment, he said it would be to the advantage 
of the States not to setup aclaim to rights where 
they have none. They have no right to destroy 
the currency of the Constitution. They have no 
light to make any thing but gold and silver a legal 
tender in the payment of debts. They can neither 
do this themselves, nor can they allow others to do 
so. Nor do they do this. No State gives any such 
power to these incorporations, bat in many of the 
States it is provided in the charters granted by 
them that a refusal to meet their engagements on 
the part of the banks, works a forfeiture of their 
charters. And by aprovision bring ing banks under 
the operation of this law, we are co-operating with 
the States in their effortsto preserve a sound cur- 
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reacy. As banks we have nothing to do with 
them, as bankrupts we seize them. He alladed to 
the great number of incorporations in ‘some of the 
States. In Massachusetts there were upwards of 


; a thousand, embracing every species of business 


of which the mind of man was capable. These 
companies comprised some ten, some twenty, 
some one hundred persons. Here is an immense pro- 
portion of our population which will be exempt 
from the operations of this law, and what will be 
the result of this condition of things} Why men 
will go into our Legislatures, and get acts of incor- 
poration for every species of business, even for 
growing corn, in order to shield themselves from 
the operation of law. And is the Senate prepared 
to establish privileged classes in this country, to be 
exempt from the operation of laws, and that class 
whose means would enable them to spend much 
of their time in attendance upon the Legislatares 
in furthering their interests? Are we to establish 
a privileged order in this country, as in Great 
Britain, where a peer of the realm is not 
liable to arrest? What have we seen of these 
banking incorporations within the last four 
years? We have seen two suspensions, one 
comprising all the banks of the Union, and 
another embracing more than one-half the banks 
of the Union. We have seen them holding 
their Congresses, and debating whether they would 
pay their debts or not, and whenever there was a 
proposition to pay there was a great deal of holding 
back, but there was no difficulty at all in getting 
them to agree to a continuance of the suspension. 
Even at this moment we know that nearly all the 
banks in the Western country have held a conven- 
tion, and have separated without fixing upon any 
time for a resumption of payment. The bankrupt 
law would be the best means of correcting this evil. 
If when an insolvent institution failed to fulfil her en- 
gagements, affairs were taken out of the hands 
of her directors, and placed in commission for the 
benefit of her creditors, her neighbors would take 
care how they would follow her example. Suspen- 
sions ia this country would become a familiar ope 
ration. We have had two, and we will have at 
third whenever it suits the interests or the political 
designs ef those concerned in these institutions. 
He instanced the case of the Bank of the Unite.! 
S'ates, two-thirds of whose stock was owned by 
foreigners. This institution was above the reach 
of law, and violated her obligations with impunity 
while she had her remedy against those indebted to 
her. This foreign institution can crush our 
finances either in peace or War, as it may 
suit the designs of her owners. The banks 
of this country have been strong enough and 
unwise enough heretofore to defeat every effort 
to infuse strength into the system; aad what had 
been the consequence? They were losing the con- 
fidence of the country. There was scarcely one of 
them whose stock was not below par, and some of 
them at 50 per cent. depreciation. They were rot- 
ting down in their tracks, and would do so until 
there was some measure adopted which would en- 
able the public to distinguish between the solvent 
aud insolvent institutions. Mr. Bewron concluded 
by obeerving that he considered the adoption of the 
motion to include incorporations, as a measure 
alike essential to the welfare of the public, and the 
existence of the solvent banks themselves. 

A motion was now made for adjournment; which, 
after some opposition, was carried, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Truaspay, February 4, 1841. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
Honse resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

TREASURY NOTE BILL, 

Mr. SHEPARD, being entitled to the floar, ex- 
pressed his great reluctance to take part in the dis- 
cussion; but as doctrines had been advanced of 
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dangerous tendency, he felt constrained to express 
his opinions on the various topics which had been 
discussed. 

Mr. 8. then entered into a review of the tariff 
question, showing the advantages which the manu- 
facturing interests of the North derived from the 
existing lawin relation to importations, while the 
planting States paid aheavy tax on the articles 
which they received in exchange for thcir staple 
commodities. He endeavored to demonstrate that 
the manufecturing interest was the favorite child 
of the Government, and bad the superior advan- 
tage of the home as well as of the foreign market 
He also contended that the restrictive principle was 
the malaria of commerce, and, when taken off, 
every thing flourished 

Afier some remarks in relation to the tobacco 
interest of this country, Mr. S. proceeded to notice 
ons peverees scheme fora distribution of the pro- 
ceads of the public lands. 

It had been avowed by persons in authority that 
the deficiency in the revenue arising from the dis- 
wibution, was to be supplied by a tax on wines 
and silks. ‘This was to prepare the way for a di:- 
iribution. But the public lands were the common 
property cf the whole people, and if the pubiic 
Jands could be divided, then any other property 
belonging to the General Government might also 
be divided, The General Government was ap- 
pointed for national purpeses, and when Congress 
had power to dispose of the public lands, it was 
for national and not for local parposes. 

Mr. 8, then proceeded to show the inconsis'ency 
of the supporters of tke distribution scheme. He 
referred to Pennsylvania as an instance of i's ef- 
fects. “That State would receive, as her share of 
the public lands, about three hundred thousand 
dollars, But, on the other hand, Pennsylvania 
would be taxed to the amount of three hundred 
thousand dollars. What would be gained then? 
It would be giving with one hand, and taking 
back with the other. But, said Mr. S. here comes 
the grand argument that the rich will be taxed, 
and not the poor, Well, let that be admitted; but 
why not let Pennsylvania tax the rich herself? She 
could do it much more effectually than we, and at 
much less expense. No advantage could be 
gained then by this giving away and taking back 
system. Besides, it would convert the General 
Government into a tax gatherer for the S:ates, and 
would tend to the ultimate destruetion of its pow- 
ers. This would rot be all, for whom the system 
of giving away should be once commenced, there 
would be no knowing whenit wouldend. The 
great contest of parties in Congress would then 
be, which should give away most to the people. 
It would not stop here, for the next step would be 
to give away the money out of the Siate Treasu- 
ries. 

But was this the time for giving away? Let any 
man look at the advancing steps over the world of 
our rival, Great Britain, and then Jet him answer 
the question. Look at that power, not satisfied 
with Asia, but getting possession of, or controlling, 
one of the richest empires of the world. And how 
was she doing this? Why, by her immense navy. 
Yet, in the face of all this, a proposition was made 
to give away our public lands; to dissipate our 
strength for the mere purpose of carrying out the 
petty objects of party. Although he didnot appre- 
hend an immediate war, yet the day when 
we might be precipitated into hostilities with that 
great power no man could tell. Economist as he 
was, therefore, he would earnestly urge the condi- 
tion of our navy on the aitention of Congress. For 
he was convinced that if our navy remained as it 
was, we could not long remain as a great nation. 

The remarks of Mr. 8, will be given in extenso 
hereafter. 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND then gave his views 
on the various topics which had been introduced in- 

to the debate. As for the bill itself, he thought he 
should, although reluctantly, vote in its favor. 

After speaking at some length in relation to the 
tariff qnestion, Mr. G@. expressed hisdisapprobation 
of these petty strugglea ef party, when the signs of 
the times showed that there was an absolute neces- 
sity for a concentration of all our strength. He 
here alluded to the daring ambition of Great Bri- 














tain, and the precautions necessary to be observed | struetion of the Potomac aqueduct; which was 


by us to prevent aggression from so formidable a 
rival. He saw the danger in the distance, and, for 
one, raised his voice in favor of preparation. 

Mr. ADAMS then obtained the floor, and ex- 
pressed his intention to vote for the bill. It was 
not for him, at ‘hat time, to discuss the means by 
which the Treasiry had been brought into its pre- 
sentcondition; but, as the defic'ency did exist, be 
was willing to supply it, not from any party consi- 
derations, but because he held it right that the Go- 
vernment should have means to pay its debs. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to argue that the means 
of repaying these Treasury notes, with interest 
thereon, ought to have been provided for by the 
bill. This, however, had always been omitted; 
and when Treasury noles were asked for, the 
means cf repaying them had always been neglect- 
ed. It bad been put off from time to time, and it 
was against that omission he now rais-d his voice. 
He would never, so far as he was concerned, issue 
notes in any form, whether shinplasters, bonds, or 
otherwise, without providing means of paying 
them. He would never issue a single dollar 
without providing means for paying that dollar. 
As regarded the mode of relieving the Treasury at 
the present time, he would not say but that, in 
case they had the majority in both Houses, he 
would not have preferred a reguiar loan. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to condem the course pur- 
sued by some members in discussing the measures 
of the coming Administration beforehand, when it 
could not possibly be known what course General 
Harrison would think proper to pursue. Gentlemen 
had been discussing the subject of an extra 
session, a National Bank, the public Jands, and other 
measures, when they did noi know the opinion of 
the President elect. What, he would ask, was the 
use of debating on tke propriety of calling an ex- 
tra session, when they could not tell whether Gen. 
Harrison would think proper to call one or 
noi? The President was authorized to convene 
Congress, when he should deem it expedient. 
It all depended upon his opinion; therefore what 
manner of good could result from a discussion at 
this time, on such a measure, when they had no 
means of knowing what the views of the President 
would be? But the House had been doing what 
was done in private life: they bad been settling the 
affairs of the nation; they had been talking about 
the next Administration, the new cabinet, and so on; 
in fact, they had all been cabinet makers. That 
being the case, however, he was rather surprised 
that cabinet makers should have shown so little 
mercy to the manufacturers of the North. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to notice a newspaper ru- 
mor to the effect that Mr. WisE was to be the lead- 
er of the Whig party in the Houce under the new 
Administration. 

This drew out Mr. WISE in repeated explana- 
tions, and the debate merged into one of an unplea- 
sant character, invulving the merits of the anti- 
duelling law, eic. 

Mr. WISE replied at some length to the remarks 
of Mr. Apams, so far as they concerned him per- 
sonally. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then obtained the 
floor, and pending his remarks the commitiee 
rose. 

Oa motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

The House adjourned. 





Norr.—In the remarks of Mr. Coxe: on the to- 
bacco question, he is represeated as urging the ne- 
cessity of the protection of that interest. He advo- 
cated the propriety of continuing our negotiations, 
and endeavored to demonstrate the absurdity and 
evil consequences of attempting to protect that in- 
terest by countervailing daties. 





IN SENATE, 
Faipay, February 5, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of War, containing the ac- 
counts of disbursements amung the Indians for the 
year ending 30th September, 1840; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting additional reports in reference to the con- 


laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented memorials from citi- 
zens of Wayne, Ottawa, and Oakland counties, of 
the State of Michigan, praying the passage of 4 


' general bankrupt law; which were laid on the 








table. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Wiskons«n, relative (o harbors; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petilion of citizens of 
Illinois and Iowa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a letter from the Board 
of Commissioners of Pilots of the city of New 
York, transmitting a copy of the laws of New 
York on the subject of pilots; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Wiskonzan, in favor of a railroad 
from Lake Michiganto the Mississippi river. 

Also, a memorial of the same body, relative to 
a survey of the public lands north of the Wiskon- 
san river. 

Also, a memorial from the same body, relative 
to the improvement of certain rivers in Wiskonsan 
Territory. 

Tne memorials were severally ordered to be 
printed, and appropriately referred. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of the Legisla- 


_ ture of Missouii, esking that a portion of swamp 


lands, which have been returaed as not worth the 
expense of survey, may be trans/erred to the State; 
which was ordered be printed and referred to the 
Commitiee on the Pablic Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the same body relative to 
the sale of fractional section-; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. L. als presented the petition ot Richard 
Philips; and 

The memorial of the heirs of Joseph Decille, se- 
veraily praying the confirmation of titles to tracts 
of land; which were referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill te au- 
thorize John E. Metcalfe and others to locat2 cer- 
tain pre-emption claims to lands in the Siate of In- 
diana; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitiee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Isaac Gar- 


| rason, asked to be discharged from its further con- 


sideration. Mr. H. said it was not intended by 
this motion to prejudice the claim hereafter, but 
merely because there was an insufficiency of evi- 
dence at present to authorize the committee to bring 


| ina bill. The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Commitiee on Naval Affairs 


' be directed to inquire into the expediency of caus- 


ing to be bailt a steam frigate under the sole direc- 
tion of the American naval construcior, Foster 
Rhodes. 

Mr. W. also submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, if not 
deemed incompatible with the public interest, the 
correspondence, if any, between the State Depart- 
ment and the representatives of any foreign Go- 


/ vernment relative to the negroes taken on board the 


L’ Amistad, which has occurred since that trans- 
mitted with his message of the 21st March, 1840. 
Mr. WALL submitted the following resoiution, 


which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 


| rected to furnish a copy of the reports made on 


Colt’s improved repeating fire arms in October and 
December, 1840, by a board of navy officers ap- 
pointed for their examination. 

Also, That the Secretary of War be directed to 


- furnish a copy of the report made in July, 1840, 
| by aboard of army officers, on the repeating fire 


arms manufactured by Mighill Natting. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The bill for the relief of Reynell Coates an 
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wales B. Johnson, was read a third time ante | teieneen: tee cobd a thied sme ged Ti MAW. Sheers Beamieen Galatea Ciiiicn Uf cienk Bak SU cenld act fo te ck, Ce 


The bill for the relief of J oseph Paxson was taken 
up on its third reading, 

And after a debate, in which Messrs. YOUNG, 
KING, and CALHOUN participated, it was read 
a third time and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved that the Senate 
would postpone the orders of the day, and take up 
the joint resolution directing the transfer to the 
State of Maryland of the stock in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, standing in the name of the United 
States, upon certain conditions. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senator would not press 
the consideration of this resolution at the present 
nme. This devoting the morning hour to favorite 
measures to the exclusion of private claims, over- 
riding?all the bills on the calendar, was a prac- 
tice to which he was not willing to submit. 

Some time was consumed in repeatedly taking 
the question in order to ascertain the sense of the 
Senate, when it was finally determined in faror of 
taking up the joint resolution. 

So the resolution was taken up and considered 
as in committee of the whole; and, after a discus- 
sion, in which Messrs. MERRICK, CLAYTON, 
HUBBARD, WRIGHT, YOUNG, TAPPAN, 
SEVIER, PHELPS, HUNTINGTON, BAY- 
ARD, BUCHAN AN, KNIGHT, and CLAY of 
Kentucky, participated, it was amended so as to 
make the consent of the cities of the District neces- 
sary to the transfer of their respective portions of 
the stock, and was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned until Mon- 
day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 5, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. LINCOLN submitted the following pream- 
ble and resolution: 

Whereas the bill of this House, (No. 598,) en- 
titled “An act to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” was taken up in the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union on the 18th 
day of January last, and has been under discussion 
to this time; and whereas much of the indispensa- 
ble public business is yet to be acted on; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That after three o’elcck to-day, the de- 
bate on this bill shall cease, and the committee shall 
proceed to voile on the various amendments sub- 
mitted, and to be submitted, and then report the 
bill, with the amendments agreed to by the com- 
mittee, to the House. 

Objection being made to the reeeption of the reso- 
lution 
Mr. LINCOLN moved a suspension of the rules, 
and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 112, nays 26, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Al'en, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Black- 
well, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Sampson 
H. Batler, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clark, 
Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Edward Davies, John 
Davis, Deberry, Dickersen, Doane, Earl, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fister, Galbraith, Giddings, Goode, 
Grinnell, Hand, William S. Hastings, John Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Holt, Hopkins, 
Jackson, James, Jameson, Char'es Jobnston, Jos. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Kemble, 
Kempshall, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCiure, Meredith 
Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Miller, Mit- 
chel]l, Montanya, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Morrow, Parmenter,Petrikin, Prof- 
fit,Randall, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Samuels, Ser- 
geant, Simonton, John Smith, Tnomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong; Stuart, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Toland, Turney, Vroom, Peter J. 
Wagener, Weller, Edward D. White, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Christopher H. 








NAYS—Messrs. Boardman, Calhoun, Chitten- 
den, James Cooper, Crabb, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Dennis, Dellet; Dromgoole, Everett, Gentry, 
Goggin, Granger, Green, Griffin, Hall, Hunt, 
Jenifer, Francis Mallory, Monroe, Peck, Pickens, 
Rayner, Triplett, Warren, John White, and Lewis 
Williams—29. 

So the rules were suspended. 

At the request of several gentlemen, 

Mr. LINCOLN modified his resolution, so as to 
extend the time to seven o’clock, and called for the 
previous question, which was seconded. 

The question now being on the main question, 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, 
but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Union, (Mr. Casey in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill authoriz- 
| ing the issue of Treasury notes, the question being 
on the motion of Mr. Baanarp to strike out the 
enacting clause. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON being entitled to the 
floor, resumed his remarks from yesterday. He 
said he had, from the commencement, been op- 
posed to the entire debate, because he thought he 
saw, from the beginning, that no good could arise. 
He contended that it was the design of the present 
party in power to throw the responsibility of every 
important measure on the coming Administration. 
It was his firm conviction that the present party in 
power had no intention of aciing definitely upon 
= great question of the day. 

After some further aan Mr. J. said he did 
| not feel disposed to go into a debate on the merits 
of the bill before the committee, for the reason that 
he had previously given his views against the sys- 
tem of Treasury notes. He had gone against it 
because he viewed the whole as clearly unconstitu- 
tional; and more especially as the Conrstitution 
pointed distinctly to other modes of meeting the exi- 
gencies of Government. 

Mr. J. then proceeded briefly to notice the pro- 
position of Mr, Barnarp, in relation toa tariff 
on wines, silks, ete. He considered it as wise po- 
licy, and were he assured that the House was in 
a proper spirit to hear an argument on that sub- 
ject, he would deem it his duty to make one. As 
a matter of justice to the gentleman from New 
York, he (Mr. J.) would say, that the impression 
of some Southern gentlemen that the proposition 
had been prepared in the dark, was erroneous. 
He would siate that the proposition was made on 
the responsibility of the gentleman [Mr. Barnarp] 
alone, without any secret preparation on the part 
of his Northern friends. 

Mr. J. then proceeded to give his views in rela- 
tion to various ma'ters, which had been incidental- 
ly introduced into the debate. 

Daring the remarks of Mr. J. several members 
rose in explanation of what they had said in rela- 
tion to the compromise act, etc. 

Mr. CUSHING referred to what he had said on 
Saturday last in explanation of the views of his 
State on the subject of a protective tariff, etc. 

Mr. LINCOLN said: That explanation cf the 
gentleman may do for his own constituents, but I 
Wish it to be distinctly understood that it does not 
apply to mine. 

Mr. RAYNER followed, and observed that his 
only apology for entering into the debate was, that 
he seldom occupied the time of the House; for ke 
considered silence a great virtue. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to say that he should vote 
against the issue of Treasury notes, but ia favor of 
the proposition of Mr. Barnarp to lay a tariff on 
wines, silks, &c. and also in faver of the proposi- 
tion for aloan. He viewed the Treasury note sys- 
tem as a means only of protracting the day of pay- 
ment, and, at some length, went on to show the su- 
perior advantages which, in his opinion, would be 
derived from a direct loan. 

He then argued that the deficit in the Treasury 
was a permanent, and not a mere temporary one; 
and, if Congress made all the appropriations which 
were absolutely necessary for the support of Go- 


vernment, that deficit would not be less than ten 
millions. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to criticise the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and to contend that 
the latter had proved himself more of a knave than 
afool. He contended that the report was deceit- 
ful, and mereiy got up just as the Secretary was 
going out of office, to make a show of economy. 

Mr. R. next adverted to the subject of an extra 
session, the Florida war, the pension list, the com- 
promise act, the tobacco interest, etc. 

He next argued in favor of an increase of our 
naval force, the building of steam ships, etc. so 
that we might be prepared for any aggression from 
Great Britain. But in order to do that we must 
have money, and to raise money it would be ne- 
cessary to adopt the proposition of Mr. Barwarp. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to give his views in fa- 
vor of a distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands. In the course of his remarks on this head, 
he expressed his astonishment at the course iaken 
by Mr. Wise in opposing the distribution system 
as an absurdity. He (Mr. R.) had always always 
considered that the principle of a distribution was 
one of the cardinal points of Whig doctrine. 

Alluding to the arguments of Mr. Wise against 
an extra session, Mr. R. desired to know if that 
gentleman was willing to permit the Sub Treasury 
law to remain in operation until the next regniar 
session. He was surprised at the expressions of 
that gentleman against the calling of an extra ses- 
sion. But should an extra session be cailed, the gen 
tleman might be assured that his [Mr. W’s } speech 
would be taken as a text book for every Loco Foco 
in the House. The gentleman had said that an 
extra session would be imprudent under the present 
state of excitement of the public mind. He (Mr. 
R.) was sorry the gigantic mind of the gentleman 
had come to that conclasion. 

Mr. REYNOLDS assured the committce that the 
distance between two ends of his rod en this sub- 
ject would be very short indeed. Yes, they might 
be assured that his song on this bill would be very 
short indeed. He hoped his humble self would be 
permitied, however, to say a few words in dissent 
from the remarks of his friend who had just sat 
down. 

Mr. R. after some humorous observations in re- 
ply to Mr. Raywer, in respect to the Florida war 
and the late New Jersey contested election case, al- 
luded to the proscription which, it was said, would 
distinguish the coming Administration, and main- 
tained that it was right; for, said he, if my friend 
was about tocstablisha Catholic church, would he 
put a Presbyterian or a Mormon at the head of it? 
Certainly not. 

Asto Trearury note:, Mr. R. said he would 
rather vote for ten millions than for five; but as the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means— 
divested of all party spirit—had come to the con- 
clusion that the amount provided for by the bill 
would be sufficient, he would vote for it, although, 
as he had said, he would prefer voting for a larger 
sum. Mr. R. said gentiemen seemed to think it a 
dishonor not to have an overflowing Treasury, 
but he would always prefer a depletion to a sur- 
plus. It was no dishonor to have a weak Treasu- 
ry and a strong and powerful people. The money 
was in the people’s pockets, and with it they were 
exerting their indusirial energies; and it was far bet- 
ter for them to have the money than pile it up in 
the Treasury. As to the State of Illinois, she 
had this year produced immense crops of wheat 
and corn, and such had been the case all over the 
West. The country, he said, was doing better than 
it had heretofore done. We heard, it is true, a 
great cry for relief, but it came from those who 
would not work ; from those who sit be- 
fore store doors on boxes, and, when it is hot 
weather, move into the shade, and i in cold weather 
bask in the sunshine. These were the men 
who were continually crying out for “changel” 

And are we (said Mr. R.) to be terrified with a 
few Treasury notes? No, sir! Our honor and cha- 
racter are pledged for their redemption; and they may 
be redeemed sooner, perhaps, than the holders 
wish. In our county, our pre-emption men and 
squatters, as they are here called, seek with great 
avidity after them; they are as good as gold dust, 
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Then we cannot hesitate to issue Treasury notes. 
Mr. R. then entered into a defence of Levi 
Woodbury, from the charges that had been 
made against him as to his course during 
the saspension of 1837, insisting that because he 
obeyed his oath to support the laws of the land, he 
was condemned for doing what he‘could not avoid. 
Mr. R. also referred to the allusion of his friend 
from New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] as to the report of 
the Seereiary of the Treasury being characterized 
by fraud, and said that the country would justify 
the report, as it showed wherein our prosperity con- 
sisted, viz: in the exportations of the country, and 
the energies of the people. 

Mr. R. remarked that a great deal had been said 
about public lands; and he thought it his duty to 
say that he would do his utmost to get through the 
House the pre-emption bill, just passed by the Se- 
nate. If it was a subject of which the people knew 
nothing, he would have no objection to a detate 
upon it; but as it had been up for forty years, he 
did not consider discussion necessary. Demo- 
crats, he knew, would vote for it like a book. 
For himself, he went for the log cabin men, be- 
cause they go for the country both in war and in 
peace. Let it be understood (said Mr. R.) that it 
is for the honest poor man we legislate, and if I 
were to iudulge io legislation for the rich especial- 
ly, 1 would not dare go home to my constituents. 
Notwithstanding all that had been said upon the 
subject, the object of Government isa revenue from 
the public lands, and we needed it more now than 
at any other time. The pre-emption system, in his 
opinion, was the most reasonable course ever pur- 
sued; the man who put his family on the land, and 
cultivated it, ought to be preferred—because, by 
so doing, he comes nearer an actual settler than by 
ary other mode. As a widow, even, could settle on 
the public land, let her do it as a pre-emption 
lady. She might get a husband, and become a 
married jady by doing so. There had also beena 
talk that aliens ought not to purchase the land. 
Now in our country (said Mr. R) we go 
on a more liberal system than people do in 
ayy partof the world. Aliens settle on the land, 
and by our laws can transmit itto their children. 
Aliens, too, voted at the elections in Illinois. Un- 
der the Constitution of the United States, and the 
Constitution of Illinois, they hada right to vote. 
In that State such had been the practice for twenty 
vears past. The Constitution of Illinois provided 
that in all elections, male white inhabitants above 
the age of twenty-one years, who had resided six 
months fin the State, were qualified electors. The 
Constitution of the United States had these remar- 
kable words: ‘*The House of Representatives 
shall be composed of members chosen every se- 
cord year by the prope of theseveral States, and 
the electors in each State shall have the qualifica- 
tions requisile for electors of the most numerous branch 
of the State Legislature.” 

Mr. R. after some explanation as to the intention 
of the framers of the Constitution of the United 
States in respect to this passage, concluded by say- 
ing that there was no power in the General Govern- 
ment which said that a State shall not regulate its 
own Government. 

Mr. STEENROD said that he was desirous 
of addressing the House on the various topics which 
had been introduced into this discussion; but as his 
colleague [Mr. Mattory] had recently taken his 
sea', and had evinced a disposition to address the 
committee, he would, with pleasure, yield the floor 
to him, as the limited time now remaining, before 
the bill would be taken out of committee, would 
not-gliow them both to occupy the floor. 

r. MALLORY, after some brief rerarks by 
way of apology for obtruding himself upon the 
committee at that late hour, observed that his main 
object in rising was to notice the remarks of the 
gentlemen from North Carolina and Maryland 
(Messrs. Rayner and Jenirer] in relation to the 
course pursued by his honorable colleague from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wise.]} 

The gentleman from Maryland, in his speech a 
few days ago, had said thatthe remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Wiser] were none of 
them in unison with the doctrines of his Whig 
friends. 
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Now, observed Mr. M. I do not intend te be read 
out of school by the gentleman from Maryland; 
but I take this occasion to say that, with one ex- 
ception, I fully approve, endo se, and intend widely 
to circulate, the speech of my honorabie colleague, 
(Mr. Wise. 

Yes, said Mr. M. the ground on which my hono- 
rable colleague has placed himself is the ground on 
which we Harrison men, in Virginia, intend to 
rally. WhenI entered the Harrison party I did 
not intend to compromise my principles; and | 
will further say, that if those principles on which 
Iand my honorable colleague [Mr. Wise] have 
taken our stand, are not to be the principles of the 
administration of General Harrison, then I say 
that we and the pcople of Virginia have been gross- 
ly deceived. 

The doctrines laid down in the speech of my ho- 
norable colleague are doctrines which I will main- 
tain, and by which I will stand or fal’. 

But the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
RaYner] has said that the remarks of my colleague 
are “ominous,” etc. Now I ask that gentleman to 
say what are the principles avowed by my col- 
league in his speech which he has not always avow- 
ed? I beg to assure the gentleman that the princi- 
ples of my colleague are the principles of the 
Whigs of Virginia, if they are not the priaciplesof 
the Wh‘gs in North Carolina. 

But what, said Mr. M. has my colleague ad- 
vanced that is contrary to the principles of the 
coming Administration? 

Is a National Bank to be one of the leading 
measures of the coming Administration? And did 
not General Harrison say that be wou'd not resort 
to a National Bank if it were not absolutely neces- 
sary? My colleague said the same thing. 

Is it the tariff question to which the gentleman 
alludes? Well, I understood General Harrison to 
avow that he was in favor of standing by the com- 
promise; and my colleague said the same thing. 
Also, in regard to internal improvement, he took 
the same ground. 

I will repeat, therefore, said Mr. M. that if the 
principles avowed by my colieague are not to be 
the princ'ples of the approaching administration of 
General Harrison, then we are ourselves greatly de- 
ceived, and we have deceived others. 

But the gentleman from North Carolina said he 
was pained and surprised at the course of my cvl- 
eague in his remarks on the measures of the com- 
ing Administration; also that he thought my col- 
league might have waited at least until General 
Harrison should have arrived ia this city. Now, 
raid Mr. M. why did not other gentlemen, who 
spoke before him, adopt the same plan? I will un- 
dertake to say that my colleague would have waited 
until the arrival of General Harrison, if other 
gentlemen had thought propertodothe same. But 
such had not been the case. Other gentlemen had 
given their views without reserve, and he and his 
colleague were not going to permit public opinion 
to be pre-judged, even if the indications did come 
from a high quarter. 

Mr. M. then proceeded to notice the subject of 
an extra session. The brief time remaining for 
him to speak would not allow him to enter intoa 
regular argument, but he would fire a few shots at 
random. For his part, he was opposed to a called 
session. He was opposed to it on the “‘iet alone” 
principle. It would be extremely injudicious and 
unwise in the present state of public feeling to 
think of such a measure. The body politic was 
sick, buthe did not believe it labored under any seri- 
ous organic disease. It was sick, however, and it 
wanted rest in order to recover from its recent fe- 
ver and excitement. In its present feverish state it 
would be extremely imprudent to add additional 
excitement. The proper way for its recovery toa 
proper and healthy tone, would be to avoid all 
stimulation. Let it be left alone for a while, and 
it would restore itself. He believed the elements 
of prosperity were still to be found in the country, 
and if allowed time, would soon settle down into 
order. But for his part he was unwilling to reagi- 
tate them so soon by a called session. He was un- 
willing to pass through another summer of politi- 
cal turmoil. They wanted rest, and if they ex- 
pected to do well, they must have it, 





How could the advocates of a called session ex- 
pect that General Harrison, immediately on coming 
into power, should, without proper time for ex- 
amination and reflection, precipitate himself into 
great measures. No: the proper plan would be to 
allow General Harrison time te look around him, 
and to examine into the true state of affairs before 
he acted. Above all, he (Mr. M.) was against 
placing General Harrison in acondition where he 
would be compelled to commit himself to the scheme 
of any man. : 

But he (Mr. M.) would call the attention of the 
committee to one striking inconsistency. The gen- 
tleman from North Carolina had been speaking 
earnestly about economy, but the first step he had 
advocated was a called session, which would take 
three or four hundred thousand dollars from the 
public Treasery ! 

He Mr. M. did not believe a called session was 
necessary. He believed that when General Harri- 
son came into power he would act on the plan of 
reform and retrenchment. And if gentlemen who 
had, for the last two or three years been talking 
about reform and retrenchment, would now act 
upon that system themselves, there would be no 
necessity for incurring the expense of a called ses- 
sion. 

But much had been said about the deficiency in 
the Treasury at this time. Several gentlemen had 
given their ideas on the subject, but from the differ- 
ent results to which they arrive, it was obvious 
that none of them could tell what the real deficiency 
was. For instance, one gentleman had set it down 
at seven millions, while another had come to the 
conclusion that it was forty millions. Now, here 
was adiffereace between two gentleman only, of 
thirty-three millions. 

It was, therefore, evident that the real deficiency 
in the Treasury could not be now ascertained. Of 
what earthly use could it be, then, to have a called 
session fur the purpose of raising a loan, when it 
could not be known what amount they would re- 
quire. How was it possible that in the short period 
elapsing between the time General Harrison came 
into power, and the expected session, that the real 
condition of the matier could be examined, so as to 
ascertain what would be necessary? 

In the present state of affairs, he was opposed to 
a loan, for he believed that, should one be autho- 
rized, it would remain a permanent debt upon the 
Government for years to come. He was in favor 
of the present bill, although at the last Congress he 
had voted against the issue of Treasury notes. At 
the last Congress, when they were asked, he was 
against them, because he believed they were in- 
tended for acirculation. But now, when the pre- 
sent Administration was going out of power, he 
would vote for them as a temporary expedient, and 
as a temporary expedient alone. 

He (Mr. M.) was opposed to a called session for 
any purpose whatever, either for raising revenue, 
or any thing else. Hz believed a called session 
would inevitably precipitate them into the great 
questions of a National Bank, the tariff, and other 
maiters. Now he was averse to this. He wished 
the people of this country to have proper time for 
reflection, before they acted on so important a 
question as a revision of the tariff. 

I would advise you, said Mr. M. instead of loan- 
ing the banks money, by laying taxes on the peo- 
ple, to study retrenchment and reform. I would 
say to General Harrison, study this book, (the Blue 
Book.) I would advise him to study the speeches 
of the gentlemen from Ohio, (Bond’s,) Pennsyl- 
vania,(Ogle’s)and Vermont, which inculcate reform. 

Bat gentlemen had now nothing to say about 
retrenchment and reform. Thecry was now ‘‘mo- 
ney !’ “money !” “money!” Yes gentlemen must 
have “money,” and to get meney, they must raise 
the taxes. 

So, from present indications, notwithstanding all 
the past ery of retrenchment and reform, it was 
evident that nothing was to be saved by the change. 
All they had gained, it appeared by the turn of the 
political wheel, was to put out one set of charla- 
tans, and put in another ser. 

Mr. M. then proceeded to say that if the success 
of North Carolina was to be used as an argument 
for consolidation, much as he mourned over his 
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ood old State of Virginia, he would prefer the 
good old mother with all her faults. 

Tbe gentleman, said Mr. M. has talked about 
the “abstractions” of my colleague. But I will 
tell that gentleman, that if it be an abstraction to 
oppese a high tariff—if it be an abstraction to op- 

a distribution of the public lands, when in the 
very language of the gentleman, the Treasury is 
empty, then I tell the gentleman that I also am an 
absiractionist. : 

Bat, continued Mr. M. I wish the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Jenirer] to understand, that I do 
net intend to be read out of church by him notwiih- 
standing. I labored as ardently in the cause of 
General Harrison as that gentleman did, and I in- 
tend to support the administration of General Har- 
rison as farasI can. But if that Administration 
shall not square with the promises and pledges 
which I conce.ve it has given to the country, why 
then I cannot go with that Administration. But I 
will also say, that if the coming Administration 
should even pursue a course contrary to my ex- 
pectations, I shall not regret that I have lent my 
aid in the elevation of General Harrison. For if 
his election accomplish nothing else, it has had the 
effect of breaking down party trammels with us in 
the South; and henceforward, we shall be able to 
meet, not on men, but on great principles. 

He, Mr. M. could net but admire the 
eulogium which the gentleman [Mr. Rayner] 
had passed upon the gentleman from South 
Carolina. He had, however, talked a good 
deal about star gazing, and about people shaking 
their heads against a lamp post. Bat he, Mr. M. 
would tell the gentleman, that there were more 
times for star gazing than one. He would ask the 
gentleman not to look too much to the bright hori- 
zon before him, and in looking at the wants of the 
President elect, not to forget “home.” Let him look 
at the storm ahead; the storm which would certaia- 
ly grow out of this discussion athome. And when 
that storm should burst upoa them, it would sweep 
away from the ocean many a gallant bark that 
now sailed proudly before the breeze. 

Mr. M. then proceeded to say that he had no 
fears for the coming Administration of General 
Harrison. He believed that great man would 
draw around him persons of talent, who would aid 
him in ascertaiving the true state of the country, 

and men who would be able to make a true expo- 
sition of its affairs. Ile had not the least doubt, 
neither, but that General Llarrison wou!d have 
ample means to carry on the Government, if he 
should, as he, Mr. M. had no doubt, carry on a 
system of retrenchment and reform. A great sav- 
ing could be effected by a ditferent administration 
of the various departments. In the collection of 
the revenue alone, he believed that from five to 
eight hundred thousand dollars a year might be 
saved by a proper administration of the Treasury 
Department. 

Also in the administration of the War Depart- 
ment he believed almost enongh could be saved to 
pay t he expenses of the Florida war. 

Do wn with your internal improvement, said Mr. 
M.— down with your distribution, (for I think the 
President elect isnot in favor ef carrying on internal 
improvement at the expense of the General Go- 
vernment,) pursue a system of retrenchment, and 
then [think there can be no doubt that General 
Harrison will soon save money enough to pay all 
the debis of this Government. 

But, said Mr. M. I protest in advance against 
any man, or any set of men, undertaking to commit 
General Harrison to any political scheme. Gene- 
ral Harrison was elected on the “one term” princi- 
ple; but if that principle is to result in this, that the 
President, instead of acting for the public good, is 
to be used to bolster up the schemes of one, why, 
ae almost said, he had better be President for 
life. 

Mr. M. went on to say that he found fault with 
no Whig in the House for expressing himself in re- 
Jation to internal improvements, the tariff, or Na- 
tional Bank or other measures. He was willing 
to hear all that gentlemen might have to say, and 
expected to be heard in return, without being pro- 
scribed for so doing. 

Bat what did they see? Why, his colleague [Mr. 





Wiser] the other day had given his views on these 
great measures; had avowed his opinions; when 
lo! gentlemen rose and expressed their suspicions 
that he was about to quit the party. This was 
wrong. Let every man express his opinions, with- 
out thereby subjecting himself to the suspicion, that 
by so doing he was about to leave the party. 

Mr. JENIFER here made an explanation to the 
effect that he had said nothing about Mr. Wise 
being about to desert his party. 

Mr. WISE asked whether the gentleman from 
Maryland had any distrust of him. 

Mr. JENIFER made some reply, which could 
not be heard. 

Mr. WISE. Well, then, I suppose the gentle- 
man takes it for granted that the party will go with 
him, when at the same time, who knows what the 
measures of General Harrison will be. Were there 
not some gentleman making principles for General 
Harrison before he came into power? But when 
jt was not known what the principles of the coming 
administration would be, how could it be said that 
he was about to desert his party? He (Mr. W.) 
did not take the gentleman from Maryland as the 
administration. 

After some further explanations between him- 
self and Mr. Jenirer, 

Mr. WISE observed that had it not been for 
other gentlemen expressing their views, what they 
would do, etc. he would never have said a word. 
But as every member on the floor, who had pre- 
viously spoken, had given his views in relation to 
the coming Administration, he thoughi it was as 
fair for one as for another. And as others had ad- 
ministered their little nostrams for the cure of the 
disease, he, although not a regular physician, 
thought he would do so too. 

Mr. MALLORY then resumed his remarks, and 
observed thatat the very outset he had been taunted 
by the gentleman from Maryland as not being 
one of the party. They had also been taunted the 
other day with not having common schools ia Vir- 
ginia. Bat if they had not common schools, 
they had schools in Virginia which enabled 
them to undersiand signs, as well as other peo- 
ple. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Monroe] had talked also about the ‘“‘abstrac- 
tions’? of Virginia. Now he would tell that 
gentleman, that with all their “abstractions,” 
they had common sense enough to get a steamboat 
below a bridge before they built itup. Mr. M. 
here related an amusing anecdote, where some 
common schuol people of the North built a bridge 
in such a way as to prevent their getting outa 
steamboa'; (a member at the Reporter’s elbow sug- 
gesied that it was similar to the mason who built 
his leg in a chimney.) 

Mr. M. alter some further remarks in relation 
to the tariff, etc. observed that as the time for ds- 
charging the committee from the bill was now at 
hand, he most conclude. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that some of his 
friends had regretted this manifestation of differ- 
ence of opin.on among members of the Whig par- 
ty on this floor. Now, for his part, he was rejoiced 
atit. It must come at some time, and the sooner 
the better. Let us know what oar friends think of 
it, (said Mr. U.) let them consider it, and be pre- 
pared for fature events. But if the separation 
ecmes, let us part like friends let us not attempt 
to bind ourselves together by a rope of sand, for 
that will not bind us together as firmly as we 
ought to be. 

In relation to the propriety of a called session, 
Mr. U. asked, who had been authorized to speak 
for General Harrison? Had any one? No! Then 
who brought it forward? Who endorsed it for the 
Whig party? It was, in his opinion, the mere ex- 
pression of gentlemen as to the propriety of such a 
measure. It remained for General Harrison, when 
he should be inducted into office, to ascertain whe- 
ther this or that objectcould be accomplihed by an 
extra session. 

Mr U. considered the intimation of a called ses- 
sion as utterly premature. It ouzbt to be decided 
when all the elections shall have taken place. Gen. 
Harrison could then jadge, from the elements of 
Congress, what could or could not be done. Mr. 
U. said that if he were the Prewident of the United 
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Siates, and could see that a National Bank could 
be established, the Sub-Treasury law repealed, the 
proceeds of the public lands distributed, the tariff 
revised, &c. and had an assurance to that effect, he 
would convene Congress instantly to act on that 
emergency. 

(Mr. Smrra of Indiana here read from the Con- 
stitution of the United States that part which says 
that the President “‘may, on ext@aordinary occa- 
sions, convene both Houses, or either of them,” and 
asked Mr. U. whether the “emergency” contem- 
plated by the Constitution depended on the prepon- 
derance of one or other of the political parties of 
the country.] 

Mr. U. said he would answer what constituted 
an emergency. Any matter of great public con- 
cern in the affairs of the nation, was an emergency. 
Suppose the President wished war to be declared, 
and desired Congress to act upon the subject. 
Suppose one Congress will net act upon it, and the 
next would. Ought it not to be taken into view 
whether he would call Congress together or not? 
The present emergency (he said) grew out of a de- 
preciated bank currency, the want of a uniform 
currency, and the embarrassed condition in which 
the States were placed. And in acting upon this 
emergency, the President ought to take iato consi- 
deration the elements which would consiitute the 
next Congress. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said, that the gentleman 
from Kentucky had well characterized the Whig 
party as being held together by aropeofsand. He 
could not have give a more happy illustration. Mr. 
S._ in ahumorous manner, was alluding to the beau- 
tifal specimens of cobesion of the Federal party in 
Maine and Massachusetts, when 

The CHAIR announced that the hour of seven 
having arrived, further debate would not be in 
order. 

The question first in order was on the motion of 
Mr. Barnarp to strike out the enacting clause. 

Which, being taken, was decided in the nega- 
tive—Ayes 55, noes 107. 


Mr. WISE now offered his amendment, viz: 

Provided, That in case the Treasury notes out- 
standing and unredeemed, issued under former 
laws of Congress, added to the amount of such 
notes issued under the act and actually expended, 
or issued to meet payments due and payable before 
the 4th day of March next, shall, on the 4th day 
of March next, exceed the sum of five millions of 
dollars, then the President of the United States 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized to issue, by 
virtue of the provisiong of this act, such further 
amount of the said notes as will make the whole 
amount issued under this act and applicable to 
payments falling due after the 4d day of March 
next, the full sum of five millions of dollars. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative; ayes 90, noes 57. 

The amendment sebmitted by Mr. Jewirer on 
Saturday last, and which he gave notice he would 
offer at the proper time, at his request was then 
read as follows: 

Be it enacted, Sc. That the President of the 
United States is authorized to raise by loan such 
sum or sums as the exigencies of the Government 
may require, but not te exceed ten millions of dol- 
lars, at an interest not more than six per centum per 
annum, to be reimbursed at any time after twelve 
months, whenever the condition of the Treasury 
will permit. 

Tne CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
not now in order, as the gentleman on Saturday had 
merely signified his intention to offer it. 

The amendment of Mr. Curtis was next read 
as follows: 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever proof shall be exhibited, to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, of the loss or de- 
struction of any Treasury note issued under the 
authority of any act of Congress, it shall be law- 
ful for the said Secretary, upon receiving bond, 
with sufficient security to indemnify the United 
States against any other claim on account of the 
Treasury note alleged to be so lost or destroyed, to 
pay the amount due on such note, oe 
who had lost, or in whose possession it been 
destroyed. 
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On the question being taken, the amendment was 
negalived—yeas 78, noes 82. 

Mr. GREEN (as Mr. Sranty was absent) moved 
that the amendment of that gentleman be now 
taken up, which motion prevailed. It was then read 
as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That from and after the day 
of on the importation of articles hereafter 
mentioned, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid the following duties, that is to say: 

On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be a component part, coming from beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, twenty per cent. ad valo- 
rem. 

On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be a component part, coming from this side 
of the Cape of Good Hope, ten per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

On all wines, except the wines of France, twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On all wines of France, as soon as the treaty 
with France will allow, a duty of twenty per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On all bleached and unbleached linens, table 
linen, linen napkins, and linen cambrics, twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. 

The foregoing daties being in accordance with 
the terms and the spirit of the act of March 21], 
1833. 

And be it further enacted, That all laws inconsis- 
tent with this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. WISE submitted whether the amendment 
was in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was. 

Mr. BEATTY appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; but before the question was taken, “Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the jadgment of 
the House?” 

Mr. GREEN withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia offered the following 
as ah amendment, which was rejected without a 
count: 


Provided, That it shall not be lawful for any 
officer of the Goverament to tender or propose to 
pay any Treasury noite or notes thus authorized to 
be issued, to any person having demands against 
the Government, or to pay the same, unless asked 
for or desired by the creditor. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the commit- 
tee now rise, and report the bill as amended to the 
House; which motion prevailed, and 


The committee rose, and reported to the House 
the bill as amended; which, on motion of Mr. 
CRABB, was read as follows: 


A BILL to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be 
issued for such sum or sums as the exigencies of 
the Government may require; but not exceeding the 
sum of five millions of dollars of this emission, out- 
standing at any one time, to be reimbursed in the 
last quarters of the year, if the condition of the 
Treasury will permit it, and to be issued under the 
limitations and other provisions contained in the 
act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, 
and as modified by an act entitled “An act addi- 
tional to the act on the subject of Treasury notes,” 
approved the thirty-first day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty, except that this law 
shall expire in one year from and after its passage. 


Provided, That in case the Treasury notes out- 
standing and unredeemed, issued under former 
laws of Congress, added to the amountof such 
notes issued under this act and actually expended, 
or issued to meet payments due and payable before 
the 4th day of March next, shall, on the 4th day 
of March next, exceed the sum of five millions of 
dollars, then the President of the United States 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized to issue, by 
vittue of the provisions of this ‘act, such further 
amount of the said notes as will make the whole 
amount issued under this act and applicable to 
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payments falling due after the 4th day of March 
next, the fell sam of five millions of dollars. 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. 

And the question being on agreeing to the amend- 


ent, 
Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—Yeas 111, nays 79. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Black- 
well, Bond, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. O. Batler, 
John Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clil- 
ford, Coles, Wm. R. Cooper, Davee, John Davis, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisher, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, 
Gerry, Griffin, Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hillen, Holmes, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jameson, Chas. Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kembile, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leet. Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, Meredith Mal- 
lory, Francis Maliory, Marchand, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, 8S. W. Morris, Morrow, 
Naylor, Newhard, Parmenter, Pickens, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Tho- 
maz, Jacob Thompson, Tripleit, Underwood, Peter 
J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, and Wise —109. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Boardman, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Carr, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Connor, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cur- 
tis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Doe, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Habersham, Hall, Henry, Hill of 
North Carolina, Holt, Hunt, James, Jenifer, 
Kempshail, King, Lane, Linco!n, McCarty, Mar- 
vin, Mason, Medill, Moaroe, Moore, Morzan, 
Caivary Merris, Nisbet, Osborne, Paynter, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Randal!, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Truman Smith, Waddy 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toland, Trumbull, 
Turney, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Chris- 
topher H. Williams—79. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The question then recurred on engrossing the bill 
for a third reading. 

The yeas and nays being called for, were ordercd, 
and resulted—Yeas 126, nays 69. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Johan W. Al- 
len, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Black- 
wel!, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crary, Thomas 
Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fine, Fisher, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Griffin, Hall, 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holmes, Hubbard, Hunt, Jack- 
son, Jameson, Jenifer, Charles Johnston Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, ?John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lew- 
is, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McClare, 
McCulloch, Meredith Mallory, Francis Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya,Mon'gomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Parmen- 
ter, Paynter, Pickens, Prentiss, Randall, Reed, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Ro- 
gers, James Rogers, Samuels, Sergean!, Shaw, 
Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, 
Vroom, Peter J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, 
Edward D, White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, ‘and Wise—125. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, 
Boardman, Bond, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Calhoun, William B, Campbell, Chinn, 


Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett 
Curtis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Doe, Dromgoole, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Graves, Green, Hawes, Henry, Holt, James, 
William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, 
McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Rariden, Rayner, SaltonstaJ!, Si- 
moaton, Truman Smith, Stuart, Waddy Thomp. 
son, John B. Thompson, Toland, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Warren, John White, and Christo- 
pher H. Williams—69. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

The previous question was then moved and se- 
conded, and the bill read a third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. LEET, at 8 o’clock, p. m. 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, Fsbruury 6, 1841. 

Mr. RAYNER, on leave, presented the resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly of the State of North 
Carolina, on the subject of the public domain and 
the reopening of Roanoke Inlet; which were laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUSSELL asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the execution of the order of this 
House, made on the 8h day of January last, order- 
ing bills Nos. 484, 485, and 486, to be made the 
special order for the 25th day of January (then) in- 
stant, and then take precedence of all other buasi- 
ness until they are disposed of, be postponed until 
Tuesdsy next, and that, after the morning hour, the 
House wiil this day proceed to the consideration of 
private bills, to the passage of which no objection 
shall be made. 

(The bills alluded to in the above are as follows: 

A bill to provide for purchasing the patent for 
Raub’s safety valve. 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to employ persons to construct apparatus 
with a view to extinguish fires on beard steamboats, 


and to test its utility; and 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
gers on board of veasels propelled in whole or 
part by steam, and for other parposes,” approved 
July 7, 1838.) 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON offered the following as 
a modification; but it was not accepted: 

Resolved, Tnat next Thursday, after the hour of 
three, and until Friday until three o’clock, be set 
apart for the bills and business of the District of 
Columbia. 

Objrction being made to the reception of the re- 
solution, 

Mr. RUSSELL moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

And on that question the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 110, nays 54, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Andrews, 
Banks, Baker, Black, Boardman, Bend, Boyd, 
Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 
William O. Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Davee, Edward Davies, 
John Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Edwards, Ely, 
Everett, Fillmore, Galbraith, Gentry, Gerry, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Grinnell, Hall, 
Wm. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hiilen, Hunt, Jackson, 
James, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Kemble, 
Kempshal!, Lane, Leet, Lewis, Lincoln, McCarty, 
McCulloch, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchel', Monroe, Montanya, Moore, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Peck, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, 
Truman Smith, Strong, Stwart, Swearingen, Swe- 
ney, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Juhn B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Tram- 
ball, Underwood, Vroom, P. J. Wagner, Warren, 
Watterson, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. 
Williams, Henry W5)'iams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Winthrop—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Beatty, 
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Beirne, Brockway, Albert G. Brown, Barke, 
Ss. H. Butler, Casey, Clifford, Wm. R. Cooper, 
Crabb, Dellet, Doan, Ea:l, Eastman, Fine, Fletcher, 
Griffin, Hand, Hill of North Carolina, Hopk ns, 
Hubbard, Jameson, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leo- 
nard, Lowell, Lecas, McClellan, Marchand, Me- 
dill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Paynter, Pe- 
trikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Sumter, Taylor, Turney, Weller, John White, and 
Lewis Williams— 54. 

So the rules were sesperded. 

The previous question was thea moved and se- 
conded; and 

Oa the main question being ordered, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 122, 
nays 52, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Black, Board- 
map, Bond, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Aaron V. Brown, William O. Batler, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, 
Cross, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Doe, Edwards, Ely, Evereit, 
Fillmore, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Grinnell, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charles Johnston, 
Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemble, 
Kempshall, Kille, Lane, Leet, Lewis, Lincoin, 
McCarty, McCulioch, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monroe, Montanya, Moore, Morgan, C. 
Morris, Morrow, Newhaid, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, 
Parmenter, Peck, Proflit, Randall, Rariden, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Al- 
bert Smith, Truman Smith, Strong, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trambuil, Underwood, Vroom, Peter J. 
Wagner, Warren, Watterson. Edward D. White, 
John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Thomas 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, C. H. Williams, and Winthrop—122, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton,Beatty, Beirne, 
Blackwell, Burke, Bynum, Chapman, Clifford, 
Connor, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Dellet, Doig, 
Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fletcher, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hand, Jobn Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Edward Rogers, Samuel*, Shaw, Thos. 
Smith, Starkweather, Sumter, Swearingen, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Weller, and Lewis Williams 
—52. 

So the resolution was ac opted. 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts, offered a resolution authorizing that com- 
mittee to aliow she pay of all such members of the 
House as were unavoidably detained by the late 
storm, On their way to the scat of Goverment; and 
who, in cons:quenee, were prevented from taking 
their seats at the commencement of the ses- 
sion. 

Objection being made to its reception, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to suspend the rules; 
but the motion was not sustained by the House. 


Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL, on leave, presented 
the redort of the Commitiee on Federal Re'ations 
of the House of Representatives of South Caro- 
lina, on so much of the Governoi’s m s:age as re- 
lates to the election of Prisident of the United 
States, the construction of the Constitution, and 
the future arrangements as tothe tariff of duties 
on imports; which was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, also on leave, presented 
the resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in 
relation to the United States Bank and the public 
domain; which were Jaid upon the table. 

Mr. HAND submitted a resolution, that all peti- 
tions and papers, the presentation of which were 
not objected to by the rules of the House, b2 re- 
ferred to the appropriate commiltees, by the mem- 
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bers presenting them endorsing 
thereon. 

Mr. H. moved to suspend the rules, but the mo- 
ton did not prevail. 

PUSLIC LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 

The SPEAKER then stated the first business in 
erder to be the bill reported from the Committee on 
the Public Lands on the 16h of January, to amend 
an act entitled “An act to authorize the State of 
Tennessee to issue granis and perfect bills to cer- 
tain lands therein described, and to settle the claims 
to the vacant and unappropriated lands within the 
same, passed the 18:h day of April, 1806.” The 
question was on the motion of Mr. L. WittiaMs to 
commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; and pending the same, the 
morning hour had expired. 

Mr. CROCKETT said he would not make the 
speech which he intended to have made, as he was 
sure every member understood the subject, and 
time was precious. Mr. C. then moved the pre- 
vious question; which was ordered and put, viz: 
‘Shall the main question be now put?” and passed 
in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER then decided that the main 
question was, shall the bill be engrossed and read a 
third time? 

Mr. MONTGOMERY appealed from the deci- 
sion, on the ground that the main question was that 
the bill be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS asked to be excused from 
voling on the question, and was proceeding to state 
his reasons why he ought to be excused, 


their names 


When several gentlemen called him to order, on | 


the ground that the previous question cut off de- 
bate. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS said he would then make || 
a motion that would not be out of order; and that | 


was, that the bill be laid upon the table; and there- 
upon called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—Yeas 39, nays 137, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Brockway, Bynum, 
John Campbell, Carroll, Chittenden, Connor, 
Deberry, Dromgoole, Evans, Fil'more, Gates, 
Goggin, Graham, Griffin, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Jackson, 
Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, William Cost 
Johnson, Lane, Leadbetter, McCarty, Meredith 
Mallory, Montgomery, Morgan, Paten, Peck, 
Simonton, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Tilling- 
hast, Underwood, Lewis Williams, and Win- 
throp—39. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Athertcn, 
Banks, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, 
Boardman, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O But- 
ler, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Clark, Clifford, James Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Davee, 
EdwardDavies, Joho Davis, Garrett Davis, Dick- 
erson, Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, Gerry, 
Goode, Habersham, Hall, Hand, Jehn Hastings, 
Henry, Holt, Hubbard, Hunt, James, Jameson, 
Jenifer, Cave Johnson, Kempshall, Kille, King, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, Marchand, Marvin, Ma- 
son, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, 
Moore, Morrow, Newhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Proffi:, Rariden, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Sergeant, Shaw, Slade, Albert Smith, Joho Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Stuart, 
Sweney, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Joha B. Thomp- 
son, Toland, Triplett, Turney, Vroom, Peter J. 
Wagner, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Edward D. 
White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
L. eee Christopher H. Williams, and Wise 
—137. 

= the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
tabie. 

The question then recurred on the engrossment 
of the bill; and being put, passed in the affirmative, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS then moved that the bill be 


read a third time on Menday, but the motion did 
not prevail. 
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Mr. LUNCOLN then spoke at length on the me- 
rits of the bill; but, before he had concladed, the 
morning hour had expired, and the House then 


SENATE BILLS: 

Which were read a first and second time, and 
appropriately referred, viz: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colin Bishop; 

An act for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson; 

An act for the relief of the legal represeatatives 
cf Pierre Bonhomme; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslaw; 

An act for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

An act for the relief of the legal heirs and repre 
sentatives of William Conway; 

An act for the relief of Pierre Babio; 

An act for the relief of George De Passan of 
Louisiana; 

An act for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
and representative of Ganigues Flaujac; 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; 

An act confiirming the claim of Jean Baptiste 
Lecompte to a tract of land in Louisiana; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Phiole; 

An act for the relief of Henry Wilson; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased; 

An act for the relief of J. M. Strader; 

An act for the relief the heits of Madame De 
Lusser; 

An act for the relief of Gurdon &. Hubbard, 
Robert A. Kinzie, and others; 

An act for the relief of Francis A. Harrison; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Paxton; 

An act for the relief of Reynell Coats and Wal- 
ter R. Johnson; 

An act for the relief John McNeil; and 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to apply the amount due on certain contracts 
entered into with the War Department, and Peter 
H. Green, and Green and Emerson, to the extin- 
guishment of a demand due to the United States 
from William King and Peter H. Green. 

The engrossed bill entitled “An act to incorpo- 
rate the Washington city Benevolent Society,” was 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for 
c ncurrence. 

The biil for the relief of Sarah B. Stith and her 
children was read a third time; and, being objected 
to, was laid aside under the resolation adopted 
to-day. 

The engrossed bill tor the relief of William B. 
Winston was read a third time, passed, aad sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Jones and others was read a third time; but being 
objected to, was laid over under the resolution. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Hutchinson 
was also read a third time; but being objected to, 
was Similarly disposed of. 

The bill for the relief of Esther Parrott was read 
a third time, passed, and sentto the Senate for 
concurrence. 

The bili for therelief of Don Carlos de Ville- 
mont, reporied from the Committee of the Whole 
on the 16th of January, with the enacting words 
stricken out, coming up for consideration, the 
House concurred therein; and so the bill was re< 

jected. 
Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON asked leave to re- 


| fer a memorial to the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs; but 
Mr. CARR objected, on the ground that the same 
privilege was not given to others. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union (Mr. Brices in the chair) on 
private bil's. 

The bills for the relief of Job Halsey and David 
W. Sleeth were then read; but being objected io, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved that the Commitiee 
rise, so as to put it in the power of the House to 
pass bills, and not leave the business at the merey 
of any member who might choose to object, as was 


the case under the resolution adopted this morning. 


—— 
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The question was then taken—ayes 16—noes 87; 
no quorum. 


Mr. ANDREWS said that, as there was no quo- 
rum, he would move that that fact be reported to 
the House, 

The question was again taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 24, noes 111. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. STEENROD said it was evident no busi- 
ness could be done under the resolution which had 
been adopted this morning. He would, therefore, 
move that the committee rise, to enable fihe 
House so to amend the rules as to transact the bu- 
siness of the country. 

The question was then taken—yeas 62, nays 55, 
no quorum. 

The question was again taken by tellers, who 
reported—yeas §3, nays 54, no quorum voting. 

On motion of Mr. STEENROD, 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr, RUSSELL moved a call of the House. 

Tellers were called for and appointed, who re- 
ported—yeas 52, nays 80. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the House 
adjourn, but withdrew the motion. 

_ The House then again went into a Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. DAWSON then moved that the committee 
rise, in order that the House might repeal the reso- 
lution adopted this morning. 

The question was then taken and resulted—ayes 
106, noes 35. 

The committee then rose, and reported that they 
had made no progress. 

Mr. WISE then moved to rescind the resolu- 


ion. 

Mr. EVERETT moved an adjournment. 

The question was then and negatived—yeas 42, 
nays 107. 

Mr. RARIDEN then moved to suspend the rules, 
so as to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
bill to confirm certain lands to the State of Indiana, 
for the continuation of the Wabash and Erie Ca- 
nal. 

The motion to suspend was negatived. 

The motion of Mr. Wise to rescind the order of 
this morning recurred. 

Mr. RARIDEN moved to adjourn; but subse- 
quently withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CURTIS then moved to adjourn; and the 
question was taken by yeas and nays, and nega- 
tived—Yeas 56, nays 86. 

The question again recurred on the motion of 
Mr. WISE to rescind the order adopied this morn. 
ing, which puts it into the power of a single mem- 
ber so {to object to a bill, as to prevent all action 
upon it for the day; and passed in the affirmative. 

So the order was rescinded. 

The question that the engrossed bill for the relief 
of Sarah B. Stith and her children do pass, again 
came up. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved the previous ques- 
tion; but withdrew to enable 

Mr. PROFFIT to move an amendment, 

‘The SPEAKER said that the bill was not open 
to amendment on its passage. 

The previous question was then moved and or- 
dered, and the main question taken on the passage 
of the {bill by yeas and nays—Yeas 33, nays §6; 
no quorum voted. 

The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, February 8, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submited a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
statement of the contracts entered into by that De- 
partment daring the year 1840; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition of citizens 
of Michigan, praying the construction of a harbor 
at New Buffalo; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of citizens 
of Cass county, Michigan, in favor of the passage 
== genera! bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table, 


t 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial nume- 
rously signed by mechanics, traders and merchants 
of Philade!phia, remonstrating against the passage 
of the bankrupt bill now before the Senate; which 
was laid cn the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr PRESTON presented a memorial of persons 
engaged on the public buildings, asking compen- 
sation for lost time, occasioned by a suspension of 
operations thereon; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings. 

Mr. WHITE presented the memorial of citizens 
of Laporte, Indiana, in favor of the passageof a 
general bankrupt law; which was laid on the table, 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Tippecanoe 
county, Indiana, praying the establishment of a 
mail rou'e; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial of fifty-seven 
women of Pennsylvania, praying an alteration of the 
laws of the United States in relation to slavery; the 
motion to receive which, was, 

Oa motion by Mr. FULTON, laid on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial of citizens of 
Ii}inois and Wiskonsan, praying the establishment 
of a post route; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Hancock county, Maine, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the salt duties and fishing 
bounties and allowances; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. STURGEON presented four memorials, 
praying the construetion of a lighthouse on Bran- 
dywine Shoal; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of Daniel 
Raub in relation to his safety valve for steamboil- 
ers; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York on 
the subject of a bankrupt Jaw. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Onandaga county, N. Y. remonstrating 
against the execution of the treaty with the Seneca 
Indians; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of a num- 
ber oi citizens of Michigan, praying the enactment 
of a bankrupt law; whch was laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of 
George W. Trippe; which was referred to the Com- 
niittee on the Pablic Lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial of 
anumber of citzens of Mississippi, praying the 
enaciment of a bankrupt law; which was laid on 
the tabie. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memerial of the 
Legislature of Wiskonsan, praying the enactment 
of a law defining the Western boundary of said 
Territory; which was ordered to be printed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the transfer to 
the State of Maryland of the stock in the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal standing in the name of the 
United States, upon certain conditions, was read a 
third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the bill 
to alter the place of holding one of the terms of 
the District Court of Ohio was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted an amendment, 
proposing to attach Arkansas to the eighth circuit, 
and Kentucky to the ninth district; which, after a 
discussion, in which Messrs. CRITTENDEN, 
KING, ALLEN, SEVIER, CLAY of Alabama, 
WALKER, and MOUTON, participaied, was 
agreed to, and the bill, as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed, 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Daniel Pettibone was considered 
as incommittee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The following bills from the House of Representa- 
tives were taken up, read a first and second time, 
and referred, viz: 

The bill authorizing the issue of Treasury notes, 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill to incorporate the Washington Citv Be- 
nevolent Society, to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 


The bill for the relief of William B. Winston 
and 

The bill for the relief of Esther Parrott, to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of a’. 
taching the Cherokee territory lying in Alabama to 
the Coosa land district, and the removal of the land 
office to some point within the territory so attached. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af.- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
procuring a sufficient number of the most ap. 
proved repeating fire-arms to supply the troops ope- 
rating against the Indians in Florida. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that the Senate post- 
pone the orders of the day, for the purpose of tak. 
ing up the bill torevive and continue in force the 
act to incorporate the banks of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. TAPPAN said there was but a few minutes 
of the morning hour unexpired, when the special 
order would be taken up as a matter of course. 
He would therefore leave it to the Senator whether 
it was worth while to take up the bill for the few 
minutes that was left for its consideration. 

Mr MERRICK persisting in his motion, 

Mr. TAPPAN said there was another reason 
why the bill should not be taken up at this time. 
A resolution had been adopted some time since by 
the Senate, calling on the Secretary of the Trea- 
surp for information in relation to the losses sus- 
tained by the Government by the failure of banks 
and the depreciation of their notes; and he thought 
that information was necessary to enable them to 
act understardingly on a bill to charter these insti- 
tutions. 

Mr. ALLEN also opposed taking up the bill un- 
til the information called for by a resolution of the 
Senate was before them. 

Mr. BENTON said that in a few minutes the 
hour would arrive when the bankrupt bill would 
come up for discussion, and he apprehended gen- 
tlemen did not ask that this bill should be taken up 
to the exclusion of the bankrupt bill. On Thurs- 
day last the Senate determined to take up the bank- 
rupt bill and to go on with il; it was so taken up, 
and some progress was made in it. Some action 
was had upon it, and the Senate arrived at the 
question whether banking institutions should be in- 
ciuded within its provisions. Now, did gentlemen 
wish to get rid of that by a side blow? Shall the 
banking institutions obey the Jaw of the land, and 
pay their debts? was the simple question that was 
to come up before them. And what had taken 
place within the last few days, since the last ad- 
journment of the Senate? He supposed they had 
all heard the news; and he supposed all who did 
him the honor to listen to what he said on Thurs- 
day, recollected that he had anticipated this 
event, but he had not anticipated that it 
would take place quite so soon. He had ex- 
pected that it would take place in the course 
of the summer if a “called session” did not keep 
a certain thing alive; but the third suspension 
is here, and in time to have the case laid before 
the General Assembly, now in session, and in time, 
too, to furnish an excuse for a called session, for all 
the ordinary excuses had well nigh disappeared. It 
may now be said that a called session is necessary, 
to take into consideration the condition of the 
banks and the currency—to devise means to create 
a cew Bank, the dead corpse of the old one lying 
before them, though he (Mr. Benron) should think 
the fact would produce a different result. He 
should have supposea it woud the rather have led 
to the conclusion that it was necessary to apply a 
bankrupt law to them, and not that a bankrupt law 
should be enacted to extend to trading incorpora- 
tions, and not to banks. They ought to go on, and 
show to the people of the United States who was 
in favor of having the laws obeyed—who was in fa- 
vor of having banking incorporaticns made subor- 
dinate to law and government. They should go 
on, too, and show the people, by their action, that 


wwe 








there was no occasion for despair, but that there 
was still power in the law to regulate the banks, 
He wished this 
debate to gO on; and therefore he was against 
taking up another subject; he was for going on 
from the point at which they stopped, and he hoped 
the Senators who should go into the debate, would’ 
present it in this point of view, that whenever the 
country got tired of the existing state of things— 
when they wanted law to govern—they had their 
remedy in a bankrupt law—ina bankrupt law 
which had the support of a Dallas twenty-five 
ears ago, of a Crawford and a Macon, and even 
They would see that there was 
noreason to despair if they made these banking 
incorporations submit to law and government, 
by the exercise of their constitutional authority. 
With these views he objected to the taking up of 


ea, even a fifty million monster. 


of our President. 


the bill to re-charter the District Banks. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the bil! would not be 


takea up. 


The question was then taken, when the motion 


was negatived—ayes 18, noes 27, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Graham, Knight, Mangum, Mer- 


rick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, 


Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Webster, and 
White—18 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Fuitor, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 


Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinson, Smith of 


Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young— 27. 
THE BANKRUPT BILL. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved that the special 
order be taken up, being the bill to establish a uni- 
— system of bankrupicy throughout the United 

‘ates. 

Mr. HUBBARD believed, in offering his resolu- 
tion at the Jast discussion of this bill, that he was 
misunderstood, and he now explained that all he 
wished by asking for a division of the question on 
his resolution, was that he, and others also, might 
have the opportunity to vote on each separate pro- 
position. This, he apprehended, would expedite 
instead of delaying the action of the Senate, as anti- 
cipated by the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped no objection would 
be offered to that course, for he thought they could 
be og rapidly disposed of separately than collec- 
tively. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the ayes and noes on 
the resolution; and as he did not wish to embarrass 
Senators with the 6h resolution, he would withdraw 


it. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the question 
would first be taken on the recommitment, as the 
disposal of that question might also dispose of the 
instructions. He then intimated that he should 
vole against the recommitment, bat he was ready, 
in the mean time, to hear any proposition that gen- 
tlemen might have to make. 

Mr. WRIGHT begged it might be understood, 
that if the Senate refused to recommit, all the in- 
structions, as instructions, would fall with it, and 
no vote could be taken upon them. He wished the 
Senate to bear this in mind. 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
eaeee was hegatived—ayes 16, noes 30, as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wail, and Wright—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Falton, 
Graham, Henderson, Knight, Mangam, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Pnrelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Ta'imadge, Walker, 
Webster, White, Williams and Young—30. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved an amendment to 
the first section of the bil!, the purport of which was 
to include banking and trading incorporations with- 
i Its provisions, and he called for the ayes and 
hoes thereon. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired wheteer the Senator 
from New Hampshire did not intend to fix some 
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particular time for the commencement of the ope- 
ration of that provision, 

Mr. HUBBARD had intended to fix a time 
when the bill should take effect, if his amendment 
were adopted, otherwise such a motion would be 
unnecessary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama had given an intimation 
a few days ago that he should vote against includ- 
ing banking incorporations in the bill; he had made 





a motion to strike out a clause to that effect, at the | 


last session, and on referring to the Constitutions 
of the old States, he was confirmed in the determi- 
nation to which he had come. He then read ex- 
tracts from the Constitution of Alabama to 
show that banks were established by the sove- 
eign authority of the State—in some of which, 
in fact, the State held capital—and therefore 
he contended that he, as a Senator from 
Alabama, could not consent to vote to extend 
such a provision of this bill to such State incor- 
porations, as the State would necessarily be affecied 
by such an enactment. He was opposed in every 
point of view to the intermeddling in State instita- 


tions in the manner proposed, or to their assuming | 


powers which did not belong to them. 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] had 
given them, the other day, as part of his argument, 
a long extract from a letter wrtiten by the present 
Chief Magistrate of this Union, to some committee, 
during the last summer. In return, he (Mr.Cay) pro- 


posed to read, as rather more orthodox, the remarks of 


Senator Van Buren, which he thought would be 
found to contain the better argument. The extract 
to which he referred was as follows: 

“Mr. Van Buren did not think that any great 
difficulty existed in this question. To him the mat- 
ter was clear; but his impressions had been opposed 
by several Senators, and he wou!d protract the de- 
bate but a moment, to give, very briefly, his views 
of the matter. It certainly appeared to him, that 
one moment’s reflection would decide gentlemen 
against the amendment froposed by his friend from 
South Carolina. It had been said formerly, and on 
various occasions, that the States had no right to 
grant bank charters, and that the banking privilege 
belonged exclusively to the Federal Government. 
No direct attempt, however, had hitherto been made 
to deprive the States of that power which they had 
long exercised unmolested. But now the attempt 
was to be made (if not in an open and unequivo- 
cal manner, at least in an indirect way,) to strip 
the States of the power of chartering banks. At 
any rate, if it were contended that this provision 
did not go so far, it could not be denied that it in- 


might have adopted for the government of those in- 
stitutions, which was an odious exercise of power 
not granted by the Constitution. This amendment 
has this extent: It directs the States as to the man- 
ner in which they shall exercise their sovereignty in 


be inflicted in case the charters granted by the 
States are vio'ated. In fact, it points out what the 
privileges granted to the incorporations shall be, by 
dictating the forfeiture, and directing what the 
companies may, and what they may not do. All 
this has hitherto been done by the States. They 
have assumed the direction of these matters asa 
right, which they doubiless have. And, in iaclud- 
ing this subject of corporations in the bill now be- 
fore the Senate, it will be taken entirely from the 
States, and subjected to the power of the bankrupt 
system. Tsis was never done, and never atiempt- 
ed in any country on the face of the globe. Ig 
Engiand, such a provision was never dreamed of — 
nor did he believe that, when the Constitution was 
framed, such an attribute was imagined by those 
who authorized the establishement of a bankrupt 
system. He did not accede to the opinion, that the 
system had power over all chartered institutions. 
By the very nature of their association, they were, 
in some respects, exempted from its operation, and 
no such power was ever contemplated, or was, at 
this moment, under the most extended construction, 
enjoyed by the General Government.” 

Thns it would be seen Senator Van Buren took 
views which were now entertained by some Sena- 
tors then on that ficor on the same sabject, against 
the proposition, on constitutional grounds. It was 


terfered in the regulation which State Governments | 


ihis particular, and points out what penalty shall | 
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clear to him (Mr. Cray) that if Congress could as- 
sume such power over the banking institutions of 
the States, it could do that which would amount to 
a forfeiture of their rights; if it could do that, it 
could tax their emissions, and thereby assume a 
power which the party with which he acied had 
ever disclaimed. In Alabama there was a com- 
pact between these institutions and the State, and 
Alabama bad particularly reserved to herself all 
power to control this matter. A suspension of 
specie payments, by such a clause, would subject 
the banks to the operation of the bankrupt law, 


| and this was a mater which the States alone 


should control, and for which the State Legisla- 
tures should inflict the penalty which, under the 
circumstances of the case, might be just and eqai- 
table. The State banks had been sanctioned by 
the Executive of this Government, where they 
were made the depositories of ils treasures, and 
Congress could, on no principle, say they should 
be put down, without the delegation of express 
power. For such a proposition as that now made, 
he was not prepared, nor did he believe the people, 
whom he in part represented, were prepared for it, 
and therefore he should vole against the amend- 


ment. 

Mr. HUBBARD agreed so to modify his amend- 
ment, as to make it take effect on the ist of Jauu- 
ary, 1842. He then said it had been contended, 
and properly contended, that Congrers possessed 
the power to pass a bill to establish a uniform sys- 
iem of bankruptcy, and that it mizht be passed for 
the relief of the debtor, as well as for the beaefit of 
the creditor; now it s'rack him that no natural per- 
sons should be included,more than the artificial. It 
was not every State that became stockholders in 
the banks, but did it make any difference whether 


| it was the State or a member of the State that held 
| the stock? 


So far as his knowledge extended, 
where the State was the stockholder, things were 


| managed as bad as they could be, and with less 
| care and secarity to the public than where 


the institutions were composed of  indivi- 
duals exclusively. Bat where was the dif- 
ference? Take Alabama; her Constitution gave 


| her the power to establish banks; but did it say that 


she should hold the stock in all future time? Did 


| it provide that it should never bz surrendered and 


become the property of individuals io any future 
time? 

Mr. BENTON. If any body will buy it. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Yes, if any body would buy 


|| it. He took it that it should be handed over at the 
| pleasure of the State,and when co transferred thatit 


should become the property of individuals. He 


| asked whether the events of the last few years bad 


not shown it to be high time that the banks shouid 
be brought within some such provision? There 
was not a solvent and sound institution in the State 
in which he lived bat would desire such a pro- 
vision, for it would go effectually to secure 
the credit and to give efficiency and value to 
institutions of this kind. ‘These incorporations had 
peculiar privileges conferred upon them—they 
could make their bills carrent as money, and then 
they could suspend when they pleased; and it 
struck him that the holdersof their notes should 


| havea remedy, by making these incorporations 


subject to the operation of a bill of this sort. Now 
what security hed the holders of their notes? If 
sach a provision as this had been heretofore in ope- 
ration, would the bill holders have sustained the 
losses to which they had been compelled to submit 
by the failare of the banks to redeem their paper? 
He was willing and desirous that this bill should 
be made ascomprehensive as possible; he wished 
to relieve the unfortunate debtor, and also to se- 
cure the rights of the honest creditor, and there 
were no more unfortunate debtors in the land than 
than those who were obliged te take the paper of 
the banks; and with these views, he had made his 
proposition. 

Mr. SEVIER was astonished that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Hosgzarp] was not broader than it was, and that it 
was not thereby provided that the indebted States 
should be put up at aucticn. Why did not the Se- 
nator carry out his principle, and sell the States 
when they failed to pay their dividends? He (Mr. 
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Sxvien) was opposed to all such projects; and as 
long as he was there, offend whosever it may—Mr. 
Van Buren of any one else—he would vote against 
them. His friend from Alabama (Mr. Cray] had 
read a provision of the Constitution of that Siate 
in justification of his vote; the Constitution of the 
State of Arkansas contained a similar provision; 
and if the banks suspended, it was for the State to 
interfere with the agents acting under her autherity, 
What right had they, sitting in that Senate chamber, 
as the servanis of the States, to criticise the house- 
hold of their masters at home? He was opposed 
to all such projects,and so long as he remained 
there uninstracted, he should continue to vote 
against them. Besides, the country was nowsome- 
what embarrassed, and if ever there was a time 
for the exercise of forbearance and charity, this 
was the time for the exercise of those virtues. 

Mr. HENDERSON was glad to hear the lan- 
guage which had just fallen from the Senator from 
Arkansas, This was a question of power and of 
constitutional right; if it were a question of expe- 
diency, he might vote for including banks within 
the provision of the Senator from New Hampshire; 
but he could see, no more than could the Se- 
nator from Arkansas, the authority they pos- 
sessed to include the banks, which were but an 
emanation from or a scintillation «f the S:ates, sent 
forth te be recalled at pleasure. If they could in- 
terfere with any portion of the sovereignty of the 
States, they could interfere with all their sovereignty. 
Why, he might ask, with the Senator from Arkan- 
gs, were not the States themselves incladed in this 
bil? for they got into debt. If they could inclade 
the incorporations of the States, why could they 
not include the States themselves? Why, in his 
opinion, there could not be a greater arrogation of 
power than would be assumed by the Congress of 
the United States, if this amendment should be 
adopted. It would be to give this Government su- 
preme dominion over the States, and to take it from 
the people in their sovereign capacity. He object- 
ed, then, to thiv proposition, as a simple question of 

wer. 

Mr. WRIGHT spoke at some length, a report of 
which will be given hereafter. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut followed, and 
contended for the right of Congress to extend 
a bankrapt Jaw to banking instiutions. He a 
rgued that, if ihe exercise of the sovereign pow- 
er of a State in the incorporation of these in- 
stitutions excluded them from the operations 
of this law, the exercise of similar severeign 
power would exclude trading orporations a'so. 
The whole beneficial operation of the !aw on 
trade and commerce will be thwarted by the action 
of the State Legislatures. So far as the Sta'es may 
choose to give charters of incerporation to their 
citizens, teey are entirely exempt from its operation. 
A state, if itthinks proper, may incorporate all its 
citizens. There is a general law of incorporation 
in the State of Connecticut, by which every citizen 
of the State may be incorporated, and of course, if 
the doctrine contended for by some gentlemen be 
correct, will be exempt from the operations of this 
law. He held that a State had no right to divest 
itself of its sovereignty inthis manner, if the effect of 
doing so would be to create privileged classes in the 
community. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose not to protract the debate, 
nor to enter at large into the arugment up- 
on the point immediately in discussion, but 
to reply to a remaik of the Senator from New 
York, who had adduced the only argument ia fa- 
vor of inclading incorporations which had the sem- 
blance of plausibility. The Sena'or says that if 
we have the power io pass a law, opera’ive upon 
natural persons, in their individual capacity as 
citizens of a Siate, be can see no reason to 
prevent our inciuding those persons associ- 
ated in companes with corporate powers 
granted by State Legislatuies. He can sce no 
reason to exempt an artificial body from the ope- 
ration of a Jaw to which the natura! body is sub- 
ject. Now the very fact of this body being of 
State creation, is the reason why it should be ex- 
empt from the operation of our laws, This Go- 
vernment caunot centrol or interfere with the 
States in their appropriate spheres of action; nor 


ean the States interrupt or interfere with the opera- 
tions of the Federal Government in its legitimate 
sphere. If aSia'e Legislature incorporates banks, 
we cannot touch them. And in relation to the 
United States Bank, the court below has decided 
that it could not be interfered with by State au'ho- 
rity. He would not go into this argument, but un- 
der every view in which he had contemplated it, he 
considered it the boldest assumption of power ever 
proposed to be conferred upon the Federal Go- 
vernment. If we can overrule State legislation in 
regard to incorporations, what act of a State can 
be consi’ered sacred from our interference? The 
very basis of the argument is that the States are 
not capable of doing their duty, and we, patriotic 
we, step in and do it for them. The Senator from 
Arkansas had not, in his opinion, pushed the argu- 
too far, when he said if you placed the incorporated 
companies of a State under a csmmission of back- 
ruptcy, you might next attempt to place the State 
herself in the same position. This whole argument 
was in face of the fact that Eogland had never 
attempted to extend her bankrupt laws over incor- 
porations. 

He then en‘ered into the question of the expedi- 
ency of this measure. To inclade these incorpora- 
tions in a bankrapt bill, would be to place four- 
fifths of the business men of the country in a com- 
mission of bankruptcy. The banks have now 
owing to them {rom the community, at least five 
bendred millions ot dollars; and to subject them to 
a bankrupt law would subject every man who owed 
them to the same process, and your commiss oners 
ef insolvency would have half the property of the 
Union in their hands. Public feeling would rebel 
against this state of things, and your law would be 
impotent. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted a few re- 
marks in reply tothe Senator from New York. Every 
State had a right to deal with her institutions as she 
thought proper. The Senator said that New York 
had placed her banks under the operation of a bank- 
ruptiaw. Thisshe had a pertect right to do; bit 
did not every Senator perceive the difference be- 
tween the S:a‘e doing tis herself and the Federal 
Government assuming the power to do it? But 
suppose we incorporate this amendment into the 
biil, aud it is attempted to be eaforced upon the 
banks of New York, will there not be a conflict of 
jurisdiction between the State and United Siates 
Commissioners of Insolvency, and, if so, which 
will prevail? If the course pursued by New York 
in this matier be beneficial, let it be imitated by 
other States; bat it is no argument for this Govern- 
ment to assume the power of placing the property 
of a State in the bands of a commissioner of 
the Federal Government. He then, at some 
length described the connection between the State 
and the banks of Alabama. He hoped gentlemen 
would look tu the consequences of this doctrine; and 
if it was altempted to be carried out, he thought it 
very probable they woud soon hear from the States 
who were interested. 

Mr. WRIGHT had bat a few remarks to make 
in repiy. As to the ccnnection of the State of 
Alabama with her bavks, he would ask if the State 
acknowledgcd herseif bound to pay the notes, and 
other liabilities of the banks? If she did not, he 
could not see the foree of the Senatur’s argument. 
Then, as to the argument of the Senator from South 
Caiolina. He says that within their respective 
spheres the jwisdiciion of the Federal and State 
Governments must not conflict with each other, and 
instances the decision of the Sapreme Court in the 
case of McCulloch, to show that the Siates have no 
power over a company chartered by the Federal 
Government. Now this decision of the Supreme 
Court was no law to him. It presupposed the 
Federal Government had power to charter a bank- 
ing incorporation, which he denied. But suppose the 
decision correct, what did it amount to. Only that 
a law of Congress, constitutionally passed, is su- 
perior to the law of a State; and the Senator 
says, ergo, this Government cannot tax corporate 
property created by the State. Is the Senator 
willing to say that all property which might 
be covered by acts cf incorporation shall be 
exempt from taxation? New York has passed a 
law by which all religious societies may incorporate 


themselves, without further appeal to State legisla. 
tion. She bas power to pass, giving to mechanics 
to farmers, and to every class who may apply for 
it, the same privileges, and thus to cover all the 
property of the State by acts of incorporation, and 


thus take it out of the reach of the taxing power ” 


of this Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had not advanced an ar. 
gument, but merely laid down a principle, that each 
Government was supreme in its proper sphere, 
Asto the right of this Government to charter a 
National Bank, the Senator knew his opinions. 
they were the same as his own. The rea 
question im this case, was, when the two par. 
ties have rights, and their exercise becomes in. 
compatible, which must give way; and he had no 
hesitation in saying, in the case supposed by the Se- 
nator from New York, the taxing power of the Ge. 
neral Government would be paramount. The 
mere fact that in England, whence we have de. 
rived this law, its form and its language, it is never 
applied to incorporations, should be conclusive 
withus. He repeated, what he had before said, 
that he considered it the boldest assumption uyon 
the rights ef the States ever attempted by the Fede. 
ral Government. 

Mr. HENDERSON rose, but yielded to a mo. 
tion for adjournment, 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 8, 1841. 


Mr. JONES said, as there was buta short time 
of the session now remaining, he was induced to 
submit a motion that the House go into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the State of the Union, for 
the purpose of taking up the 

PENSION BILL. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON remarked that he 
had received a communication from the Secretary 
of War, in relation to a pacification about being 
made, or already made, with the Seminole Indians. 
The communication was such as, in his opinicn, 
required the immediate action ef ihe House; and 
he would ask that it be read. 

Mr. ADAMS said, that this was the day set apart 
for the presentation of petitions. As three or four 
weeks had elapsed since gentlemen had an oppor- 
tunity of presenting petitions to the House, and as 
this would be the last day on which they would 
have an opportunity of doing so, he hoped that at 
least one day would be devoted to the petitions 
of the people of the United States. Mr. A. said 
that he bad, in his drawer, a hundred petitions, 
and thatnine- tenths of those that came north of 
Mason and Dixon’s line, would be excluded under 
the 2lst rule of the House. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Jonses to go into Committee of the Whole; 
but before any action was taken thereon, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS catted for the reading of 
the communication from the Secretary of War; 
which was read as follows: 

War Department, Feb. 6, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for 
the consideration of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, a copy of acommunication to the Adju- 
tant General from Gen. Armistead, commanding 
the army in Florida, asking a remittance of 
$100,000 to enable him to comply with his pro- 
mises to the bostile Indians in Florida, in the event 
of their surrendering themselves for emigration. 
In the present temper of the Indians, and from the 
fact that a number have already come in at the 
various posts and surrendered their urms, there is 
reason to hope that Gen. Armistead’s promises 
will induce them to come in and give themselves 
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up for removal to the West. The course adopted | 
by the General has, therefore, met the approbation — 
of the Department, both as a measure of economy © 
and humanity, as the inducement held out by him 
is calculated to end this protracted contest at much 
jess expense of blood and treasure than to continue 
the war another month. 

The Department has, however, no money under 
its control, applicable to the object, and respectfully 
recommend that an appropriation of the amount 
pamed by Gen. Armistead ($100,000) be asked of 
Congress for that purpose. 

Very respectfully, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Wappy Tuompson, 
Chaiiman of Committee on Military Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 
Heapquarters, Army of Florida, 
Tampa, January 16, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just 
arrived from Pease Creek and Punta Russa. I 
visited those places for the purpose of meeting.a 
party of the Seminoles and inducing them to come 
in. 

I did not succeed in obtaining an interview with 
those chiefs; but several of their people came to 
see me, accompanied by twoof the delegation from 
Arkansas. They united in saying that they would 
return in eight days with a part, if not the whole, 


of their people, and embark on board the sieam- | 


boat which I shall dispatch to meet them. 

I have promised the two chiefs each five thou- 
sand dollars, and agreed to pay every warrior who 
comes ia thirty doilars, and give him a rifle, blan- 
ket and clothing. To tulfil this and other 
promises which I have made to the Indians, 
I trust there will be no delay in forward- 
ing to me or Capiain Page the necessary 
sum of money; or in ordering Captain Arm- 
s‘rong to report to me, with the funds committed 
to him, for the purpose of facilitating the emigra- 
tion. 

Thirty or forty Indians are expected here in a 
few days from the head of the Withlacoochie. They 
desired an escort to protect them from the Micka- 
sukies, which was accordisgly furnished. 

A considerable number of the Tailahassees are 
now in at various points. I shall concenirate them 
here as soon as practicable. I respectfully enclose 
herewith areport from Lieut. Col. Loomis, com- 
manding at Fort Clinch, where Echo-emathlia, 
chief ot the Tallahassees, has doubtless arrived 
ere this, I am, sir, &c. 

W. K. ARMISTEAD, 
Brig. Gen. Commanding in Fiorida. 
Hon. J. R. Poinserr, 
Secretary of War. 

P. S. $100,000 will probably be required for the 
objects mentioned in this letter. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said he would now ask, 
with the general consent of the House, that he 
might be allowed to present a bill relating to that 
object, and move that the House resolve itself into 
a Comunitiece of the Whole for the purpose of con- 
tidering it. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia suggested that when 
the House should go into Commitiee of the Whole, 
and take up the pension bill, the proposition of Mr. 


Tuomeson could be offered as an amendment 
tit. 


Mr. PROFFIT was about makiog an appeal to 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Jonxs,] and to — 
the House, as this was the last day on which any 
thing could be doneon “the bill to confirm to the | 
State of Indiana the land selected for that portion | 
of the Wabash and Erie canal, which lies betweea | 
the mouth of Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, | 
and for other purposes; when | 

The question on going into a committee of the | 
Whole was again siated; and thereupon al 

Mr. ADAMS called tor the yeas and nays; which | 
were ordered. 
_ Mr. W. THOMPSON inquired whether the ques- 
tion was on his motion or on that of the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Jonvs.] 





|. the growing power and ambition of Great Britain, 
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Tne SPEAKER replied, on the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. PICKENS asked whether the House, after 
going into a Committee of the Whole, could not 
take up any subject they chose. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The qnestion was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
92, nays 92. 

There being a tie, the SPEAKER voted in the 
affirmative. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Crierorp in the chair,) and 
took up the following bill, reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on the 18ih of Decem- 
ber last, viz: 

A BILL making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of revolutionary and other pensions of the 
United States, for the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-one. 

Beit enacted by the Senate aud House of Represenia- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated, in addition to 
former appropriations, to be paid outof any money 
in the Treasury nor othervise appropriated, for the 
pensioners of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-one: 

For the revolatiopary pensions under the act of 
the eighteenth of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen, three hundred and fourteen 
thousand dollars; 

For the payment of invalid pensions, 
hundred and seventy thousand dollars; 

For pensions to widows and orphans under the 
act of the fourth of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, four hundred and forty- 
eight theusand two hundred and forty-one dollars; 

For five years’ pensions to widows under the act 
of the seventh of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty eight, one hundred and sixty-2ight 
thousand three hundred and fourteen dollars; 

For half pay pensions, payable through the 
offices of the Second and Third Auditois, five 
thousand dollars; 

For atrearages, payable through the Second 
Auditor’s cflice six hundred dollars; 

For arrearages, payable through the Taird 

Auditors’ office one thousand dollars. 
Mr. WADDY THOMPSON then offered to 
amend the bill, by adding the following: 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That one hun- 
dred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of War, for the benefit of such of 
the Seminole chiefs and warriors as may surren- 
der for emigration. 

Mr. PETRIKIN desired to know whether that 

amendment was in order. 

Afier some discussion of a conversational cha- 

racter, the CHAIR decided that the amendment 

was in order. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON observed that it 

would be unnecessary for him to say any thing in 

relation to the expediency of adopting the amend- 
ment, inasmuch as the facts furnizhed by the Secre- 
tary would make that apparent toall. He then 
proceeded to say that he had said long ago that we 
would never be able to end that disastrous war in 
any way but by negotiation. It was fvolish to at- 
tempt to fight or to drive off the Indians, under such 

circumstances, when we could buy them cff at a 

much less expense. 


A‘ter some further remarks, Mr. T. alluded to 


one 


and the extremely delicate pesition in which we 
were placed in relation to that power. Lookirg at 
all thie, he observed the man raust be silly to sup- 
pose that she would suffer McLéod, one of her 
citizens, to be executed by us for obeying the avow- 
ed order of hisGovernment. Mr. T. then alluded 
to the facilities of Great Britain in the West In- 
dies, etc. for annoying us in case of a war, and 
wondered at the supineness of Southern gentlemen 
on the subject. 

It might be said, however, that we should lose 
our dignity by thus ending the war by negotiation. 
That was out of the question, for our dignity was 
gone already. But it would be recollected that we 
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had not been conflicting with Indians only, but with 
nature. We had been struggling against the chi- 
mate, swamps, marshes, and other inaccessible 
places. He then referred to the unsuccessful 
struggle of England in the Maroon war for eighty 
years, under similar circumstances, and which 
was at last ended by negotiation, Mr. T. concluded 
by expressing his belief that this was the important 
crisis for an advantageous termination of the war 
in Florida. 

Mr. PROFFIT understood that the sum required 
by the amendment was to perfect an agreement that 
had been made for terminating that war. If so,he 
would vote for it, as it was enough for him to know 
that it was recommended by the party now in pow- 
er. Under these circumstances, he would vote for 
it, although it had been a million. 

Mr. P, then complained of the peculiar tone re- 
cently assumed in the debates, on ali appropria- 
tions, with relation to the growing powers of Great 
Britain. But why was Great Britain selected in 
preference to other countries? Why was nothing 
said about France? The latter country might send 
her seventy-four gun ships to batter down forts in 
South America—she might extend her power in 
Africa, and do other things, without a word being 
said. But it appeared that Great Britain alone had 
been selected as the theme for declamation. Now 
if gentlemen were for war, why did they not pro- 
pose it, and not talk about it. All the difference 
between them and Great Britain was, that while 
they talkid, Great Britain acted. That was all the 
difference. 

Mr.W.THOMPSON saidif the gentlemen alluded 
to him, he was the last man on that floor to go to 
war; nor woald he do it unless forced into it. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he believed it. But at this 
time, when there was not a speck of war, what 
use was there for gentlemen to make such speeches 
about Great Britain and hergrowing power? Great 
Britaia was not arming?) She was merely main- 
tainiog her position as a great nation, and why did 
not we follow her example? He also objee'ed to 
our anticipating the action of the courts in New 
York in relation to the case of McLecd. 

Mr. P. hoped this question cf war would not be 
canvassed in this way, for if suffered it would lead 
to inerminable debate. Let us, said Mr. P. confine 
the debate to the subject of the Florida war, and not 
by these war speeches sanction the idea that the 
American Congress is secretly harboring the spirit 
of war, when it has not the coursge to declare it. 
Mr. PETRIKIN could not go for the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina. He, 
Mr. P. wished to act with proper caution ia these 
matters. He did not wish those scenes to be enact- 
ed over again, when the Indians had been furnish- 
ed with blankets, powder, ball, and other things, 
and had then turned round and massacred mep, 
women and children. 

Mr. P. was not in favor of countenancing 
the usurpation of power by any general officer. 
Where had General Armis'ead the power to give 
hs pledge to the Indians, on the part of this Go- 
veroment? Were we, by the adoption of this 
amendment, to sanction this usurpation ef rowes? 
Mr, P. proceeded to say that, although he was a 
party man, his porty did not teach him to act con- 
trary to the principles of right. His party did not 
teach him subornation of perjury. Besides, he 
had another objection. Proper time ought to be 
allowed for an inquiry into this matter. He, for 
one, was notin favor of voting away a hundred 
thousand dollars, without a report fiom a commit- 
tee to show the why and wherefore. ; 

Mr. GIDDINGS then took the floor, and, at 
great length, went into an investigation of the 
causes, history, etc of the Florida war. 

Mr. G. in the course of his remarks, which he 
said were already written out, commented largely 
on the Abolition question, the kidnapping of ne- 
groes, ete. as having a powerfal agency in the cause 
of the hostilities in Florida. 


Mr. MARK A. COOPER followed; aid was 
miking some very keen remarks on the subject of 
kidnapping, and how the sympathies of Abolition 
gentlemen were affected by circumstances, when, 
at the request of several members, he gave way to 
a motion that the committee rise. motion 
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prevailing, the committee rose and reported pro- 


gress. 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH moved the House do 
adjourn. 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was then withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, from the Committee on 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appropri- 
ations for certain fortifieations for the present year; 
which was read twice, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EASTMAN of New Hampshire, after 
some difficulty in obtaining the floor, on leave in- 
troduced a bill to extend for five years the act, ap- 
proved July 7, 1838, granting half pay and pen- 
sions to certain widows. 

After some appropriate remarks from Mr. E. 
the bill was read twice, committed 10 a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS of Ten- 
nessee, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of so changing and ad- 
jasting the circuits of the United States courts as 
to distribute and equalize, as far as practicable, the 
labor of the judges. 

The House then adjourned. 





Note.—The Senate bili providing for a settle- 
ment of the claims of New Hampshire, was, some 
time ago, reali twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuxspay, February 9, 1841. 


The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a message 
from the Pesident of the United Siates, transmit- 
ting a report of the Commissioners for the explora- 
tion and survey of the Northeastern boundary, 
with reference to a further appropriation for the 
completion of the duty assigned to them. The 
message was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
showing the quantity of public land ceded to each 
of the respective States for certain specified pur- 
poses; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE presented certified copies of pa- 
pers in the Pension Office, in support of the claims 
of Margaret Miller and Elizabeth Whitman to 
pensions; which was rejerredto the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the Committee on 
Pensions was instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Molly Luther, widow 
of a Revolutionary soldier, 

Mr. YOUNG presented the joint memorial of 
the General Assembly of Illineis, praying the esta- 
blishment of a Matine Hospital atthe city of Cai- 
ro; which was referred to ths Committee on Com- 
me:ce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERS®N presented a memorial of 
citizens of Warren county, Mississippi, in favor of 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented a memorial of Mur- 
ray andSpencer; which referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post R ads. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitice on Claims, 
to which was referred the bill for therelief of 
Langtree and Jenkins, reported the same without 
amendment, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, to which a resolution on the sub- 
ject was yesterday referred, reported a billto annex 
the Cherokee territory, in the State of Alabama, to 
the Coosa land district, and the removal of the land 
oftice of said district. 

Oa motion of Mr. C. the bill was then reconsi- 
dered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the bill further sup- 
plementary to anact entitled “An act to establish 
the judicial courts of the United States,” passed the 
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24th of September, 1789, was taken up and consi- 
dered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill 
authorizing the States to tax any lands within their 
limits sold by the United States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of De 
Peyster and Croger; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The bill to alter one of the terms of the cireuit 
court of the District of Ohio, and for other purposes; 
and 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel Pet- 
tibone, deceased, were severally read a third time 
and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell and others, 
owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket; 

“— bill for the relief of Caspar W. Wever; 
an 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers; were severally considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bill 10 revive the act entitled “An act to en- 
able the claimants to land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26.h of May, 1824, and an act amend- 
ing the same, and extending the provisions of said 
acts to claimants to land within the States of Lou- 
isiana and Mississippi, was taken up on motion by 
Mr. LINN, who proposed several amendments 
thereto, which were agreed to; and the bill as 
amended was discussed by Messrs. KING, LINN, 
SEVIER, and BAYARD, and was then ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
rupicy throughout the United States was taken up, 
as in committee of the whole 

Mr. HENDERSON resumed ihe debate, ard re- 
viewed the operation of the law as proposed by the 
Senater from New Hampshire, if adopted, on 
banking and other incorporations, and the power of 
Congress so far to exiend such a@ provision. If 
this bill could made to include ene incorporation, 
he argued that it could be extended to all incorpo- 
rations; and, consequently, a township, a city, a 
county, or a State, and, in short, any thing that had 
a corporate existence, could be embraced; but he 
denied that such power existed in that body. 

Mr. WALKER did not intend to have taken 
part in this discussion; but after the course which 
this debate has taken, and after the doctrines had 
been expressed which he had heard promulgated 
during that debate, he could not abstain from some 
remark. The constitutional question which was 
here involved, was of the highest importance—it 
struck atthe very existence of our institutions— 
and if the doctrine which had been there promul- 
gated, could be sustained as the constitutional views 
of that body, it would be attended with calamitous 
consequences. What was it? It was that a State, 
by the grant of a charter to her citizens, can ex- 
empt them from the operation of the powers grant- 
ed by the Constitution to the United States. That 
was the question, and it was one of solemn impor'; 


for if a State, by granting a charter to any number. 


of her citizens, can exempt them from the operation 
of the powers granted to th s Government, she can 
exempt all hercitizens from the operation of that 
power. And ifshecan exempt her citizens from 
the operation of one power of this Government, 
she can exempt them from the operation of 
all its powers, and thereby nuliify and over- 
throw the Government itself. That was the 
question. It was that a number of individuals 
of a State, by obtaining an act of incorporation as 
a bank, can override, by that legislative authority, 
all the granted powers of this Government. And 
this must be admitted to be a question of solemn 
impori. Power was vested in Congress to establish 





a uniform system of bankruptcy; and over whom 
was it tooperate? The citizens of every State of 
the Union, And what was asked on the other 
side? Why, that a certain number of citizens, by 
obtaining a charter of incorporation from the State 
Legislature, may rise up and exempt themselves 
from the operation of the granted powers of this 
Government. He (Mr. Watxer) was ready io 
defend the just rights of the States on any occasion 

buthe should not assist them in their attempt to 
usurp the rights granted by the Constitution, ang 
by every State of the Union, to this Government! 
This power, then, of the General Governmen: 

being undeniable, he would ask whether a State 
could exempt her citizens from the operation of 
this power in any mode; for if she could do it by 
the grant of charters of incorporation, she conid 
do it in any other mode. 

And again, bankers were individuals who were 
engaged in trade; there were banks that were jin. 
corporated and banks that were not incorporated; 
and a bankrupt law was to be passed to operate on 
all the people of the Union; the powers given to 
Congress were to evtablivh a uniform system of 
bankruptcy; but if the doctrine here proclaimed 
were to be admitted, the law would not operate 
with entire uniformity throughout the Union, as it 
would be stopped on the very threshold of those 
States that thus assumed the power to exempt their 
citizens from the operation of thelaw. Now he de. 
nied that the States possessed any such power te 
exempt their citizens from the operation of th's or 
any other power vested in this Government. The 
powers so vested in this Government were supreme, 
any thing in any State laws to the contrary not- 
withstanding; and he called upon Senators to consi- 
der the importance of the question whether any and 
every Siate, by granting to all and any of her cili- 
zens—for if she could exempt one she could ex- 
empt all—charters of incorporation could thus 
override the powers of the General Government. 
Now he found there were many powers granted by 
the Constitution to this Government, and could the 
States at their pleasure exempt their citizens from 
the operation of all these powers? Take, for in- 
stance, the taxing power. Were corporations ex- 
empted from the operation of the taxing | ower of 
this Government? Were individuals exempted 
from it by receiving charters of incorpoiation? If 
so, this Government has no taxing power, or it is 
destroyed at the will and pleasure of the States, for 
they had only to cover their citizens by a State 
charter of incorporation. But who would venture 
to assert that the States had such power? And was 
not the bankrapt power as clearly delegated to Con- 
gress as this taxing power? or was one power 
granted to Congress a sovereign power, and the 
other a limited power. No; the bankrupt power 


- was just as clearly delegated as any other. But 


again: this Government has the right to collect du- 
ties on imports; but may not the States grant char- 
ters of incorporation to wholesale importers; and 
will those charters exempt them from payinz the 
duties on their importations within the limits of the 
State? If charters of incorporation could exempt 
bankrupts from the operation of the power of this 
Government, mightnot importing companies, by 
similar charters, be exempt from the operation of 
the law levying duties on imports. Take again 
the powers of the Government to levy war. Now 
they knew that,in many States, there were incor- 
porated volunteer companies; and if this Govera- 
ment could not apply its powers to those corps, 
becausethey were incorporate’, this Government 
has no power to make war, for these chartered 
companies were not subject to this Government. 
They might take up ether cases in succession, 
and they might strike out all the powers vested in 
Congress; for the sections of the Constitntion 
conferring such powers, were but so many 
dead letters if these charters were so many 
exemptions from the operation of the powers 
of this Government. He then proceeded to 
reply to the arguments of the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catnoun] of the previous day, and 
he contended that the township commissioners, &c. 
to whom that honorable Senator had referred, were 
but quasi corporations for the transaction of public 
and not private business—that they were not be- 
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yond the control of the repealing power of the 
State, and were in fact, and in the Janguage of the 
pest American authorities, quasi officers, as much 
ss aconstable, a sheriff, or a county board of po- 
ice, for the transaction for the State of its 
jocal business within its legitimate sphere. 
The distinction, then, was clear between 
corporations for public and corporations for 
private purposes, the one being for the trans- 
action of the business of the States, and the other 
of individuals unconnected with the sovereignty of 
the States. But a plea was here set up that private 
incorporations for the transaction of private busi- 
ness under a contract with State Legislatures, 
should be exempt from the powers of this Govern- 
ment. Here then were exemptions claimed for 
incorporations that were not the agents of the 
States; that were not subject to the repealing 

wer of the States, but were corporations of pri- 
vate individuals for the transacjion of private busi- 
ness, Without exercising any of\the power of sove- 
reign authority of the States. They were en- 
gaged in private pursuits, and now they came in 
and asked, on account of an engagement with the 
States for the transaction of their own private 
business, to be exempt fram the powers of 
this Government. The gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina, yesterday, had cited a case in which it was 
decided that they could not tax branches of the 
Bank of the Union; but if that honorable Senator 
would Jook again at that decision, he would find 
that it was decided on the ground that the bank was 
a public corporation—the fiscal agent of the Go- 
vernment—and that all its branches were equally 
the agents of the Government; and on that ground 
alone was the exemption proncunced. If it had 
been a private corporation, it would have been sub- 
ject to the taxing power. The decision, then, went 
to show that they might tax banks, so long as they 
were private incorporated companies, chartered for 
private gain and emolument; and that a public cor- 
poration which was the fiscal agent of the Government 
was beyond the taxing power. But were these 
trading bank incorporations the fiscal agents of the 
Government of this Union? Were they the officers 
of the Government? Did they transact its fiscal 
business? If so, how dared they assert that their 
charters were beyond the repealing power and the 
control of the Governmenifihat made them? What! 
was the fiscal agent beyond the power that created 
it?) There never was such an agency established 
on earth: the authority that made it could recall or 


change its powersat pleasure; and, asthe banks were | 
not the agents of the Government, they were not ex- | 


empt from the taxing power of the State or of the Ge- 
neral Government. A case had occurred in Rhode 
Island in which the Supreme Court bad decided that 
the State did possess this taxing power, and if the 


State did, why did not the General Government? | 


And if these private incorporations were subject to 
ihe taxing power, could any good reason be given 
why they were not subject to the bankrupt power? 
But they had been told they must not teuch State 


banks, or banks of which the State was proprietor | 


in whole or in part. Now, if gentlemen wished to 
exempt State banks from the eperation of the sec- 
tion under discussion, let them move an amend- 
ment for that purpose; but he denied, so far as the 
question of power was concerned, that a bank was 
exempt because it had a State asa partner. Why 
had not the same tribunal to which the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina had referred—the Su- 
preme Court of the Union—decided that when a 
State becomes a partner in a bank or other incor- 
poration, it lays down its sovereignty and bas no 
more power, as a member of that corporation, than 
the humblest individual? It was not then to be 
viewed as a State, but asa co-partner, nor other- 
wise thanas an individual partner; andifa State 
becomes a banking company, it is clearly unconsti- 
tauional; for a State has not the authority to emit 
bills of credit. He pronounced, then, that the 
power claimed to exempt these chartered com- 
panies from the operation of the power of 
the General Government, was an unjustifiable 
assumption of power, which was not  pos- 
sessed by a potentate of France or Russia. 
Now, if there ever was a period when this bankrupt 
power ought to be applied to the banks, it was now 
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when the explosions around them were like the re- 
port of artillery on the battle-field, where scarcely 
had the sound of one ceased to reverberate on the 
ear before they had another and another in quick 
and quicker succession, and they were surrounded 
with the wrecks and fragments of banking institu- 
tions. When the baeks ceased to answer the ob- 
ject for which they were created, they ought 
to be subject, like any other inselvent trad- 
ing company, to the bankrupt power of the 
Union; or if an exemption should exist at all, 
it ought to be in favor of the unfortunate private 
trader, and not of the banking company which was 
invested with so many exclusive privileges. If 
there were any of these banhing companies that were 
more mismanaged than others, it was those whic 

were owned in whole or in part by the States— 
they were more corrupt and corrupting, for they 
both corrupted States and individuals; and had they 
not seen a report in regard to one of these banks 
which was owned by one of the States of the Union, 
by which loans to the amount of $700,000 had been 
made to the State Legislature to which it was re- 
sponsible—yes, it bad! been found upon exami- 
nation—upon an opening of “ithe secrets of 
the prison house,” that the members of thejLe- 
gisia'ure stood indebted to that bank to the 
amount of $700,000, and yet it was asked that 
the S:ate Legislature should possess the power to 
apply to that bank the operation of a bankrupt law ! 
Why, this was a reason why that Legislature was 
not the proper depository of such power. It would 
be, in fact, the debtors applying a bankrupt law to 
the creditors. And what had they seen in his na- 
tive State (Pennsylvania) but a few days ago? 
Why, the Siate borrowing 400,000 dollars from 
a bank which in a few days afterwards ex- 
ploded; and yet that Legis!ature was to pos- 
sess the power to apply a_ bankrupt law to 
that incorpora-ion. Now, he would say to the 
gentlemen that were friends of the banks, that if 
they wished to save the system from total annihi- 
lation, they must take a new latitude and change 
the point of their compass, for they could only be 
sustained by the public confiderce. Now they 
could suspend at pleasure, and set the Siate Legis- 
latures at defiance; and it became the people of the 
States to apply an appropriate remedy. ‘They had 
recently been told that the Bank of England re- 
quired twenty-six years to resume; and what was 
that but to inform the people of this Union that a 


certain bank must have the some _ period 
to resume as ils great prototype? He 
Was not aware that any other power could 


prevent suspension, except the powers to be 
possessed by a bankrupt law; and this would ope- 
rate on the instincts of these incorporations whose 
sole object was money-making. Wih such a law 
in existence, they would not dare to fl od the coun- 
try with millions on millions of their paper money, 
for they would know that there exis'ed a decree, 
which was fixed and irrevocable, which would fol- 
low and punish every abuse of power. After a 
few other observations, the honorable gentleman 
concluded wits a brief recapitulation of the ergu- 
ments he had adduced in the course of his ad- 
dress. 


Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator from Missis- 
sippi had misapprehended his argament on a pre- 
ceding day. The question was not whether a State 
can exempt individaal citizens from the opera’ion 
of the powers of this Government, but whether, 
when the State has exercised its acknow- 
ledged powers, this Government can exercise 
powers destructive of the acknowledged pow- 
ers of the Sates, and consequently all the 
remarks of the Senator from Mississippi, founded 
on that misapprehensiv®, fell to the giound. He 
(Mr. Cath um) had no doubt the General Go- 
vernment might tax individuals composing incor- 
porations, and the corporations themselves; for, ac- 
cording to his estimate of the taxing power, it was 
to get money and not to destroy, for destruction 
would defeat its own object. With respect to the 
decision cf the Supreme Court, he had no hesita- 
tion to express the opinion that it was wrong. 
He believed the State bad the right to levy the tax, 
and he believed the Senator from Mississipp; 
was wrong in supposing the decision was founde 
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on the assumption that the bank was a public and 
not a private corporation. Be that as it might, his 
(Mr. Catnoun’s) memory could not be mistaken 
on the point that the taxing power was treated as 
a power to destroy; but he thought it was the re- 
verse of that. But to proceed to another point. 

Senator from Mississippi had placed his ar- 
gament,as he (Mr. CaLnoun) understood it, on 


the ground that the bankrupt power was an abso- 
lute power. 


He (Mr. Cacnown) understood it might extend to 
all cases of debtor and creditor, and that was what 
he understood by absolute power. Bankruptcy 
was a technical term,and he concurred with the Se- 
nator from New York,[Mr. Wriest,} and with the 
Senator from New Jersey. [Mr. Watt,] who made 
a report on the subject last year, that it was limit- 
ed to creditors and not to debtors, and that such had 
been the basis of all bankrupt laws heretofore con- 
sidered or proposed for adoption, and consequently 
that it was destructive of voluntary bankruptcies, 
which were treated as mere insolvencies. Now 
what was the difference between public and private 
corporations? The one was said to be an incorpo- 
tion for individual and special interes!; but were 
not all created for a public purpose, or under the 
plea of a public purpose? It would be a gross 
abuse of power to confer such privileges, unless it 
were to promote som: public object; and the peo- 
ple of the United States believed these private in- 
corporations were useful in promoting trade, and 
navigation, and commerce, and so forth. If such, 
then, were the object, what possible difference could 
it make whether the interests were separate or 
otherwise? 

After a few other observations he defended the 
right of the States to exercise authority over the 
banks of the States, and to insist upon forfeitures 
for suspension; and he inquired whether it had 
come to this, that Congress was to interfere because 
the State Legi-latures were too indolent or too 
corruptto doit. He was of opinion that it was 
not fer Congress to undertake it. He then stated 
varions grounds on which he opposed this proposi- 
tion. He opposed it as leading to a breaking up of a 
system in which the debts and credit of the country 
were concentrated, because it would force on a uni- 
versal settlement allover the land, and because they 
could not do it withouta violation of the Constitation; 
and also because, if they adop‘ed this proposition, 
they would geta principle which would include 
every township in New England. For these and 
other reasons, he opposed this proposition. 


Mr. WALKER. Tae Senator from South Caro- 
lina admits the power of this Government to tax 
these institutions, but denies the power of includ- 
ing them within the compulsory provisions of a 
bankruptiaw. Now is not the power as expressly 
granted in the Constitution in the one case as iv 
the other? ~The Senator cont<nds for their exemp- 
tion on the ground that they are established for 
public purposes. But the banks themselves 
claim that they were established for private 
purposes, and deny the power of the State 
to revoke or anpul their charters. The case 
of MacCualloch, in 9th Wheaton, expressly de- 
cided that the Bank of the United States was 
exempt from taxation by aState, because she was 
a fiscal agent of the General Government. In re- 
ply to the argument that banks in whole or in part 
owned by States, were Sta'e agents, he would say 
that if the officers of thes: banks were elected and 
paid by the State, snd the State were responsible 
tor their issues, then they might, with seme plaausi- 
bility, ask to be exempted from the operations of a 
bankrupt law. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, the cfficers of the 
State bank of Alabama were elected by the Le- 
gisiature of the State, and they were as much the 
agents of the State, as the township officers were 
of the States in New England. Before Congress 
can apply the compulsory provisions of a bank- 
rupt law to these institutions, they mast first deny 
the power of the States to incorporate banks. 
They should come out boldly and advocate an ex- 
clusive metallic currency. He should not go with 
them in that, as he would not go for the present 
proposition. The Senator from Mississtppi bad 
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alluded to the lamentable condition of the banks of 
Alabama. He was not willing that this Govern- 
ment should interfere in the affairs of his State, 
and especially those which were within the exclu- 
sive province of his State. What was the purport 
of this whole matter, but saying that the States 
were either unable or unwilling to manage their o 
affairs. The Senator alludes to the deplorable con- 
dition of these banks, and speaks of this Govern- 
ment as the only power which can correct the evil. 
He, (Mr. Cray) for one, would be glad to see the 
Federal Government attend to its own affairs, and 
attend to them successfally. He thought the ques- 
tion had assumed no new shape since the brief dis- 
cussion of yesterday, nor, indeed, since the last ses- 
sion, when he had moved to strike banks from 
the bill. As tothe taxing power of this Govern- 
ment, he held it to be stricily limited to revenue 
purposes. 
Alabama, or in any other State, were in a bad con- 
dition, was with him no argument in favor of our 
travelling oat of our constitutional sphere to apply 
a corrective. 

Mr. SEVIER, having obtained the floor, said it 
must be apparent to every Senator that there was 
not the remotest chance of this bill passing Con- 
gress at the present session; and to prevent a fur- 
ther waste of the time of the Senate, he moved to 
Jay the bill on the table. 

Before the question was taken, a motion for ad- 
journment was made, which prevailed; 

And the Senate adjourned. 


< 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, February 9, 1841. 
Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 


resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the | 


Because the banks in Mississippi, or in | 





state of the Union, and proceed to the censidera- | 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the pay- | 
ment of Revolutionary and other pensioners of the | 


United States for the year 1841. 
The SPEAKER informed Mr. Jones that this 


was the day set aside for the consideration of the | 


bills relating to steamboat disasters, etc. 


Mr. JONES would then ask that the special or- | 
der be postponed until Thursday nex, because | 


all the important appropriation bills bad yet to be 
acted upon. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD said that if Thursday | 


should be set aside for the special order, he would 


have no objection to its postponement until that | 


day. 


The question was then taken on postponing the 


special order, and decided in the affirmative. 


So the special order was postponed until Thurs- | 


day next. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON submiited the following re- | 


solation: 


Resolved, That on and after to morrow, the daily | 
hour of meeting of this House shall be e-evea | 


o'clock, until otherwise ercered. 


Objection being made to the reception of the re | 
> 


solution, 


Oa mctionof Mr. C. JOHNSON, the rules were | 


suspended; and 


The question was taken on the passage of the | 


re-olution, and decided in the affirmative. 


The House then, on the motion of Mr. JONES 


of Virginia, resolved itself into a Commitiee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Crir- | 
roRD in the chair) and resumed the cvonsiderauon | 


of the 
PENSION BILL. 


The question pending was on the amendment of- | 
fered by Mr. Wappy Thompson on yesierday, ap- 
propriating $100,000 for the benefit of sach Semi- | 


nole chiefs and warriors as may surrender tor emi- 
gration. 


Mr MARK A. COOPER being entitled to the | 
floor, resumed his remarks from ye:\erday, in reply | 


to Mr. Gippinas. 


The latter having, at great length, atiempted to | 
show that the origin of the Fiorida war was attri- | 
batable to slavery, kidnapping, etc. Mr. C. proceed- | 
ed to reply seriatim to the arguments by which that | 


position had been attempted to be sustained. 
In the course of the remarks of Mr. C. allusion 
was made to the dispute between Georgia and 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Maine, in relation to the alleged kidnapping of ce1- 
tain negroes. 

Mr. EVANS of Maine made several explana- 
tions on thatsubject, which will] appear when the 
debate shall be written eut. 

Mr. COOPER was proceeding to comment upon 
that subject, when he was called to order by the 
Cuarr on the ground of irrelevaney. 

Mr. BLACK observed that his colleague was 
merely replying to what the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Gippinas}] had advanced yesterday; and inas- 
much as that gentleman had been permitied to go 
on making charges, he (Mr. B.) could not con- 
ceive how his colleague could be out of order in re- 
plying to those charges. The gentleman from Ohio 
was permitted to make an anti-slavery speech on 
yesterday; and if the Chair decided that his col- 
league [Mr. Cooper] was not in order in replying 
to it, he (Mr. B.) would take an appeal from that 
decision. 

The CHAIR observed that as the gentleman was 
referring to negro stealing in Ohio, and alluding to 
the object, etc. of those engaged, he had thought it 
bis duty to call him to account for irrelevancy. 

Mr. ADAMS said, yes; and in addition to that 
the gentleman from Georgia has made a poinied 
personal allusion to him; and he desired the gen- 
tleman might be permitted to go on, in order that 
he, Mr. A. might have an opportunity of answer- 
ing him. 

Mr. WISE desired to know if the gentleman 
from Georgia wasnot replying tothe remarks of 
the gentleman from Ohio on yesterday, on the 
subject of negro stealing. If so, was he not in 
order? 

Mr. COOPER said, he had no notes of his own, 
and his remarks were founded on the notes he had 
taken of the written speech of the gentleman from 
Ohio; so that he was confining himself strictly to 
what bad been said by that gentleman, and for 
which he had not been calied to order by the 
Cuatr. 

After some further explanations, 

Mr. BLACK took an appeal from the decision 
of the Crair. 

And the question being taken on the appeal, the 
decision of the Crain was not sustained. 

Mr. COOPER then resumed his remarks, and 
proceeded at great length to show that the conclu- 
sions drawn by the gentieman from Ohio, in rela- 
tion to the causes ofthe Florida war, were errone- 
ous. Mr. C. also, at some length, defended the 
Siate of Georgia from certain charges preferred 
against her by the Abolitionists. 

Mr. BLACK said that when he finished his 
speech the other day, he did not think he would be 
called up so scon again to address the committee. 
But he would be derelict to his duty, uot only asa 
Representative of Georgia, but as a citizen of the 
South, were he to permit the extraordinary speech 
made by the gentleman of Ohio to pass by in 
silence. 

Mr. B. then procseded to reply to Mr. Gippines 
to show how those, the bnrden of whose song is 
“homan rights and human liberiy,” in relation to 
Southern slaves, treat the free negroes who are 
residents of the non-slaveholding States. At Mr. 
B’s request, many extrects were read from the Phi- 
lanthropist, containing an article written by 
Mr. Jay, showing that, by the laws of Ohio, 
and many other of the free States, negroes were 
excluded from the elective franchise, the right of 
pe ition, from servingin the militia, from partici- 
patinzg in the administration of justice, and that im- 
pediments were thrown into their way to debar 
them from the advantages of education, the enjoy 
ment of religion, locomotion, &c. and the opinion 
of the writer [Mr. Jay] was that “Ohio stood pre- 
eminent for her wickedness against this class of her 
population.” 

Mr. B. was proceeding in his remarks, when he 
was called to order by several gentlemen, on the 
ground of irrelevancy in debate. 

Mr. BYNUM hoped the gentleman from Geor- 
gia would be permitted to proceed. We had lis- 
tened (said Mr. B.) the better part of the whole of 
yesterday to the speech of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Grppinas] against the slaveholders of 
the South and their institutions, which was calcu- 


en 
en CC CC 





lated to do incurable injury to that portion 
Union. Itwas (said Mr. B.) the duty of co 
Represantative from the South proniptly to rem 
his assailants on that subject. It the gentleman 
from Georgia should be arrested in delivering his 
sentiments upon this vital and all-important syb. 
ject, Mr. B. said that he himself, as a small Portion 
of the South, would claim to be heard. It was a 
subject, beyond every other, in which the Southern 
people possessed the deepest interest, and one about 
which they had been more deceived, in his opinion 
than about any other upon the face of the earth. 
and, to be undeceived, it was only necessary for 
them to do justice to themselves in this matter. 
Well might gentlemen be afraid of the truth, as to 
the position of parties, going forth from this place, 

Mr. BLACK again resumed his remarks, and 
was proeeding further to reply to Mr. Guippinas, 
when 

Mr. RAYNER said, the discussion had gone far 
enough, and, in his opinion, it was only calculated 
to please a certain class of men in this House, Be. 
sides, the pension bill was before the committee, 
and the gentleman (Mr. Biack] was discussing 
Abolition. 

Mr. BYNUM said he knew whom the remarks 
of his colleague [Mr. Rayner] were intended to 
reach; but he would say, weil might certain gen- 
tlemen: from the South wince, for this was, and 
ever must be, a tender subject to them. They were 
anxious (said Mr. B.) to arrest any discussion that 
would let the truth go to the South, and their posi- 
tion was becoming more evident. 

Mr. BLACK resumed his remarks; and afier fre- 
quent interruptions, said he held in his hand a por- 
tion of an ancient book. He meant the Bible it- 
self. Now, sir, (remarked Mr. B.) call me to or- 
der withthe Bible in my hand. LI intend to read 
from the 7th chapter of Matthew, Ist, 2d, 3d, 4ih, 
and 5th verses. Mr. B. accordingly read as fol- 
lows: 

1, Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

“2. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again. 

“3. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye? 

“4. Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, let me 
pull out the mote out of thine eye; and behold, a 
beam ts in thine own eye. 

“5. Thou hypecrite, (Mr. B. pointed to Mr. Gin- 
DINGS] first cast out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 

Mr. B. contended that this passage of Scripture 
was applicable to Mr. Gippines. We of the South 
(said Mr. B) say we have no mote in our eye, 
neither on the subject of slavery or any other sub- 
ject. I call upon the gentleman, in the language of 
Holy Writ, “Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eyc; and then thou shalt see clearly 
to cast out the mote of thy brother’s eye.” 

Mr. B. then concluded his remarks; not, how- 
ever, without frequent interruptions on the ground 
of irrelevancy. 

[The remarks of Mr. B. are ina course of pre- 
paration, and will be given hereafter.] 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida, in a very animated 
manner, defended his constituents from the charges 
brouzht against them by Mr. Gippinas, of stealing 
negroes from the Indians, etc. He, Mr. D. denied 
that the gentleman from Ohio had substantiated bis 
charges by a single proof. 

Alluding to the ground taken by Mr. Gippines 
on the Abolition question, Mr. D. observed that, if 
the Whigs of the South imagined that individual 
who came by the cars this morning, sanctioned 
those principles, they would have said to him, “‘be- 
gone forever.” He, Mr. D. hoped it would not be 
understood by the country that the gentleman from 
Ohio was the representative, or the mouth piece on 
this subject of that great man (Harrison) whe 
came from the same State. The gentleman ought 
to recollect that there were men of the Whig 

y acting with him on other subjects, who in 
this matter would not touch him with a pair of 
tongs. 

Mr, D. concluded by urging the immediate &)- 
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propriation of the sum required by the amend- 


t. 

a SMITH of Indiana then obtained the floor, 
put gave way to a motion that the committee rise. 
On the question being taken, no quorum voted. 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House. 

A motion to adjourn was then made, and decided 
in the negative—yeas 27, nays 62. 

A call of the House was thea simulteneously de- 
manded by several members. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine renewed the motion to 
adjourn, which prevailed, 

‘And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, February 10, 1841. 


On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the reading of 
the journal was dispensed with. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, announcing that the House was 
ready to receive the Senate, and to proceed to 
count the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States, in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion, and in pursuance of the joint resolution on 
that subject. 

On motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the Senszte pro- 
ceeded to the ha!l of the House of Representa- 
tives, preceded by their Secretary and Sergeant-at- 
Arms. 

After the votes had been eounted, the Senators 
returned to the Senate chamber, where the follew- 
ing resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of one member be 
appointed by the Senate to join a committee of 
two members to be appointed by the House 
of Representatives, to wait on Wittiam Henry 
Harrison, of Ohio, and inform him that he has 
been constitutionally elected by the electors of the 
several States President of the United States for 
four years from the 4ih day of March, 1841. 

Mr. PRESTON was appointed on the part of 
the Senate. 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate do 
cause Jonn Tyxer of Virginia to be notified that 
he has been duly elected Vice Presi'ent of the 
United States for four years from the 4th of March, 
1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, far- 
nishing information from the Colonel of Ordnance, 
in relation to the National Armories. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave te introduce a bill to ap- 
— trustees for the investment of the Smithsonian 
and. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 10, 1841. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, by leave, presented the 
resolutions of the Legislature of Rhode Island, in 
favor of designating the same day throughout the 
United States for the choice of electors of Presi- 
dent and Vice President; which were laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARK, by leave, presented a petition of 
John Randall and Charles York, sureties of Silas 
Holmes, deceased, late collector of the customs ia 
tte nineteenth collection district in the State of New 
York, praying to be released from all Jiabilities as 
sureties aforesaid; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEET asked leave to present and have re- 
ferred, the petitions of Benedict Reynolds and Wil- 
liam Stephenson, of Wasbington county, Pennsy!- 
Vania. 

Objection being made, they could not be reecived 
according to the rules. 

Mr. ANDREWS submitted the following, which 
was read for information: 

Resolved, That at three o’clock to-morrow the 
debate upon the bill No. 529, making appropriation 
for the payment of Revolutionary and other pen- 
Sioners of the United States for the year 1841, in 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, shall cease, and that the Committee shall, 
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at that time, proceed to vote upon said bill and 
such amendments as may be offered thereto; and 
ha!! then report said bill, and such amendments an 
may have been agreed to by the commiltee, to the 
House. 

Objection being made to the reception of the re- 
solution, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a suspension of the 
rules, and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 114, nays 11. 

So the rules were suspen¢ed. 

The resolution was then modified, so as to read 
‘twelve o’clock to-morrow ” 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and 

The main question was then put, and decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the resolution was agreed to, 

Mr. BANKS asked leave to submit the following 
resolugion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Gordon- 
ville, Ocange county, to Madison Court House, Vir- 
ginia. 

Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution, 

Mr. BANKS moved to suspend the rules; but 
the motion was negatived. 

Mr. LEET moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the morning hour of this day be 
appropriated to the presen'atien and reception of 
petitions. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. LEET moved a suspen:ion of the rule, 

Mr. CARR wished to offer an amendment to the 
resolution, but 

The SPEAKER informed him that the resolu- 
tion was not open to amendment. 

Mr. CARR said it was his intention to move 
that the call commence with Iowa. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and decided in the negative. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Reports from commitises were then called for, 
when 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill w.th amendmenis, en- 
titled “An act to authorize the Legislatures of the 
States of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee, to 
sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use of 
schools in those States.” 

Mr. PECK moved to refer the biil, with the 
amendments, to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TURNEY hoped that the motion would not 
prevail, asit wou'd defeat the measure. He de- 
sired that the bill be now taken up and pasced; 
and could see no reason why it should be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GIDDINGS here asked the consent of the 
House to permit him to allude to a matier personal 
to himself. He wished to call attention to an ani- 
cle in the National Intelligencer of this morning, 
and said that the character of his constituen's re- 
quired it. 

Mr. TURNEY objected, on the gronad that there 
was another subject before the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that Mr. Gippinas have 
leave to proceed. 

The question was then takea, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So leave was granted. 

The article referred to by Mr. Gippinas was 
then read, as follows: 

“Mr. Tuompson of Sou'h Carelina would appeal 
to the honorable member from Georgia to say whe- 
ther it was prudent or proper, in this di-cussion of 
a topic (however improperly dragged into this de- 
bate) upon which every Southern man should only 
fcel asa Southern man, to be provoking this fami- 
ly quarrel between Southern Whigs and Southern 
Democrats; and whether it is jast to regard the very 
obscurest ef the obscure members of the Whig party 
as an exponent of the feelings and opinions of that 
party on this subject. Weuld it not be better, 
more fair, and rsore just to wait one short month 
and hear the distinguished head of that party speak 
for himself? Mr. T. would pledge himself that 
Gen, Harrison will so speak and act upon the sab- 





ject of Abolition as to satisfy even the member 
from Georgia, and to seal forever his lips, except in 
raise,”? 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that he took the first occa- 
(after the member from South Carolina [Mr. 
Txomrson] had taken his seat,) to notice this sub- 
fect. This he would not do, were the bearing of 
that gentieman’s remarks confined to himself sole- 
ly; but representing, as he (Mr. G_) did, a constitu- 
ency as numerous and distinguished for their mo- 
ral excellence as those represented by any Other 
member, he could not pass by this matter in silence. 
The words (said Mr. G.) to which I allude, are 
printed in italics, and I suppose they are intended 
as a direct personal insult. 

In reply toa remark of Mr, Acrorp, which was 
not heard by the Reporter, 

Mr. G. said that it was related of a veteran mar- 
shal, who had grown old in the service of his 
coun'ry, and who had fought a huodred battles, 
that he happened to offend a young and fiery cfi- 
cer, who spat in bis face for the purpose of insult- 
ing him. ‘The General, taking his handker- 
chief from his pocket, and wiping his face, 
remarked: “If I could wash your blood from 
my soul as easily as I can this spittle from my 
face, you should not live another day.” 

I will (remarked Mr.G.) say to the member 
from South Carolina [Mr. Tuompson] that I claim 
no station superior to the most humble, nor infe- 
rior to the most exalted. In representing what I 
believe to be the views of my people, and what I 
deem their interests, and the interests of the North, 
I made the remarks I did; and, in answer 
to which, the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Cooper] made allusion to my district, and 
the vote given at the late Presidential election. In 
reply to this, the gentleman from South Carolina 
teok it upon himself publicly to ass'gn me a sta- 
tion, ‘ the very obscurest of the chscure members of the 
Whig party” I say to the member, that at the 
North we havea different mode of punishing in- 
sults from what exists at the South. With us, the 
man who wantonly assails another, is punished 
by public sentiment. To thatsentiment I appea’. 
lt will do justice both to the member and myself. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that if the member from 
Ohio had understood him as reflecting upon his 
constituents, he (Mr. T.) was very sure no other 
member had. Mr. T. sat for bours listening to the 
coarse icsul's of the member from Ohio upon the 
whole Sonth. He would not say that he had 
writhed under those insults; on the contrary, they 
had produced no such effec’; and, if he had been 
in the place of the member from Georgia, 
{Mr. Coopsr,] he should have treated the 
remarks of the member from Ohio with a 
sovereign, profound, and silent contempt. He 
had seen the almost universal disapprobation 
of the course of that member amongst the 
new members from the non-sleveholding States 
—a disapprobaticn almost as general and as s rong 
as that of the members from the South. As to the 
estimation in wh ch he (Mr. T.) heid that member, 
this was a metter of taste; and Mr. T. believed 
that if an issue on the whole subject were presented 
to the Lfouse, the opinion which he had expressed 
wou'd be sustained. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he only wanted 
te disclaim one thing on a point on which Mr. 
Tuompson’s were predicated concerning the gentle- 
man from Ohio; and that is, said Mr. C. that I 
never did, in word, deed, or thought, charge upon 
the Whigs, as a party, that whica the gentleman 
says I dd. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND ViCE PRE- 
SIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

This being the day specially set apart by a joint 
resolution for the two Houses to convene in joint 
mreting at twelve o'clock, for the purpose of open- 
ing and counting the electoral wotes given by the 
several States for President and Vice President of 
the United States, and the hour of 12 o’clock having 
arrived, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, it was 

Ordered, That the Clerk inform the Senate that 
the House is now ready to receive the Senate, and 
to proceed in opening the certificates, and in count 
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ing the votes, of the Electors for President and Vice 
President of the United States. 

The Clerk have delivered the said message, 

The Senate attended in the Hall of the House; 
the President of the Senate was invited to a seat pro- 
vided for bim on the right of the Speaker, which 


he occupied; and the Senators having taken the” 


seats set apart for their accommodation, 

The Vice Presipent of the United States, in 
presence of the two Houses of Congress, proceeded 
to open the certificates of the Electors of President 
and Vice President of the United States, beginning 
with thove of the State of Maine, and ending with 
the State of Michigan; and the tellers, Mr. Pres- 
Tron on the part of the Senate, and Mr. Cusnina 
and Mr. Joun W. Jones on the part of the House, 
having read, counted, and registered the same, 
making duplicate lists thereof, and the lists being 
compared, they were delivered to the Vice Presi- 
pent of the United States, and are as follows: 


STATEMENT of the votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States for four years from 
4th March, 1841. 


| For President.| Vice President. 
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RECAPITULATION, 
For President. 
Wittiam Henry Harnison, of Ohio - . . - 234 
Mantin Van Buren, of New York - - 60 


24 

For Vice President. 
Joun Tycer, of Virginia - . . . . - 234 
Kicnarp M. Jonnson, of Kentucky - . . - 48 
Lirrteton W. Tazewe t, of Virgini . - It 
James K. Poi, of Tennessee - . . . . 1 
294 


The PRESIDENT of the Senate then announced 
the s'ate of the vote to the two Houses of Congress 
in joint meeting assembled, and declared that Wil- 
jiama Henry Harrison of Ohio, having a maj: rity of 
the whole number of electoral votes, is duly elected 
President of the United States for four years, com- 
mencing with the fourth day of March next, 1841; 
and that John Tyler of Virginia, having a majority 
of the whole number of electcral votes, is duly 
elec’ed Vice President of the United States for four 
years, commencing with the fourth day of March 
next, 1841. 

The joint meeting of the two Hovses of Congress 
was then dissolved, and the Senate returned to its 
chamber. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Joint Committre ap- 
pointed to asceriain and report a mode fer ascer- 
taing the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States, and of certifying the persons 
elected of their election, presenting the following 
in continuation of their report: 


























Resolved, That a committee of one member of the 
Senate, to be appointed by that body to join 
a committee of two members of the House of 
Representatives, to be appointed by that House, 
to wait on Wituum Henry Harrison of 
Ohio, and to notify bim that he has been duly 
elected President of the United States for four 
years, commencing with the 4th day of March, 
1841. 

The ¢esolution was then adopted nem. con. 

The House then adjourned until 11 o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 11, 1841. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a 
number of the citizens of Lancaster county, Pa. 
praying the establishment of a mail route; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. © 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of the 
New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company, 
praying an extension of time for the payment 
of duties on railroad iron; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of the General 
Assembly of Illinois, of the Red river Railroad 
Company, and of the New Orleans and Nashville 
Railroad Company, moved to amend the bill for 
rehef certain railroxd companies therein named, 
by including the above named companies within its 
provisions; which was agreed to; and the bill, as 
amended, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of 215 
citizens of Ohio, praying for the recognition cf the 
independence of Hayti; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the House bill, au- 
thoriziag the issue of Treasury notes, reported the 
same without amendment,and gave notice, in com- 
plianee with the instructions of the committee, that 
he would to-morrow, at one o’clock, ask the Senate 
totake it up for consideration. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Lot Strick- 
lin, and the petition of Thomas Quantrill, asked 
to be discharged from the farther consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN presen‘ed a petition of 214 citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying that the seat of the General 
Government may be removed from Washington to 
Cincinnati. Mr. T. said as there was not time to act 
upon this subject at the present session, he would 
move to lay it upon the table. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, it was ordered, 
that Nicholas Pool have leave to withdraw his pe- 
tition and papers. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Frederick Seigle; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerre, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of the 
owners of the Bri‘ish brig Despatch, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

The resolation submitted some days since by 
Mr. Linn, in relation to repeating fire arms, was 
agreed to. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell and others, 
owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket; 

The bill for the relief of Caspar W. Weaver; 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers; and 

The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to en- 
able the claimants to land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26th of May, 1824, and an act amend- 
ing the same, and extending the provisions of said 
ac's to claimants to land within the States of Lou- 
isiana and Mississippi; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

Mr.WALL, from the Committee on the Judicia- 





ry, to which the subject was referred, reported a 
bil for ascertaining and settling the Southern boun- 
dary line of the Territory of Iowa; which, after 
some remarks by Messrs. LINN, SMITH of Indi. 
ana, ANDERSON, and WALL, was read, and o;. 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave netice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to prevent 
the interference of certain Federal officers in elec. 
tions. 

Mr. HUBBARD from the Committee on Claims 
reported a bill for the relief of De Forest Manice, 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT presenied the memorial of citi. 
zens of Oneida county, remonstrating against the 
passage of any bankrupt law which may be retro. 
active in its operations; which was laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Georgetown, and of that portion of the 
county of Washington west of Rock Creek, asking 
fur a retrocession of that part of the District of 
Columbia to the State of Maryland; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co. 
lumbia. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed to wait on Wittram Henry Harrison, of 
Ohio, and inform him that he has been constitu- 
tionally elected by the electors of the several States 
President of the United States for four years from 
the 4th day of March, 1841, reported that they had 
performed the duty assigned them, and that Gen. 
Harrison said in reply, 

“That he receives this manifestation of the confi- 
dence of his countrymen with profound gratitude, 
and that he will earnestly devote himself to the 
discharge of the duties it imposes, so as, according 
to bis best abilities, to promote the honor and wel- 
fare of the country.” 

Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the act entitled “An act granting 
half pay and pensions to certain widows, approved 
July 7, 1838,” ought not to be construed to deprive 
any widow of its benefits, in consequence of her 
having married after the decease of the husband 
fur hose service, she may claim to be allowed a 
pensicn or annuity under said act, provided she 
was a widow at the time the same was passed; and 
that the Committee on Pensions be instructed to re- 
port a bill to that effect. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were severally taken up, con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill to authorize the granting letters testa- 
mentary and of administration to aliens in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom. 

The bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Jo- 
seph Campau for a certain tract of land in the 
State of Michigan. 

The bill confirming to Joseph Kennedy, assignee 
of Cornelius McCoartin, his tile to an island in the 
Tensaw river, in the State of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser, and their legal representatives. 

The bill for the relief of Adam D. Steuart. 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs and le- 
gal representatives of Pierre Dolet, deceased, to a 
tract of land in Louisiana. 


THE BANKRUPT BILL. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughont the United States, being 
taken up as in committee of the whole— 
Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said he wished to 
say a few words on the bill generally, and there- 
fore he should be glad if the Senator from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Sevier] would withdraw his motion 
to Jay the bill en the table. 
Mr. BENTON said he toc wished to say some- 
thing on the bill. 
Mr. SEVIER consented to withdraw his mo- 


tion. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut proceeded to k 
in reply to the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Catnoun ] He denied that the bankrupt law could 
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